
Industry
South Bend’s Titans of

The STudebaker-bendix heriTage Trail  
takes you on a path highlighting some of  
South Bend’s influential titans of industry. Their 
successful endeavors employed thousands of 
people and impacted the community from the 
factories and homes they built to the churches  
they funded. For more information on these and 
other Studebaker and Bendix related sites,  
visit studebakerbendixtrail.com.

Directional signage throughout the city will help 
you navigate the trail. Watch for signs at each site 
indicating your stopping location. Driving the entire 
trail will take approximately 90 minutes. Allow 
additional time for stopping at museums etc.
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STudebaker blackSmiTh Shop  
AnD CArriAge FACTory SiTe
Corner of S. Michigan Street and e. Jefferson Boulevard 

emigrating from gettysburg, Pennsylvania, via Ashland, ohio, the Studebaker brothers 
constructed their first blacksmith shop and carriage factory on this site in 1852. Located 
in the heart of South Bend’s growing business district near the St. Joseph river (look 
to the east), the Studebakers’ business grew rapidly as a supplier of wagons during 
the Civil War. They remained on this site until the late 1880s when a new factory was 
constructed south of downtown. 

HigHWAy MArker 
• South West corner  
 of W. Washington and  
 Michigan Streets

JMS BuiLDing
• 108 n. Main Street
 National Register  
 of Historic Places

Transportation, and the movement  
of goods, played an important role 
in South Bend’s growth fostered by 
the St. Joseph river and the junction 
of transcontinental railroads. As car 
traffic increased, major highways 
intersected here, an effort supported 
by the Studebakers. These included 
Lincoln and Dixie Highways and 
Michigan road. 

From the Highway Marker, look west. The 
JMS building (pictured) is an example 
of Studebakers’ investment in other 
business concerns. John M. Studebaker 
constructed this office building in 1909 
retaining architect Solon Beman. When 
constructed it was South Bend’s tallest 
building and was connected to other 
nearby buildings by tunnels.

STudebaker adminiSTraTion building  
• 635 S. Main Street  |  National Register of Historic Places

BoDy ASSeMBLy BuiLDing
• 635 S. Lafayette Boulevard

Designed by noted Chicago architect Solon Beman, Studebaker constructed this 
Administration Building (corner of Bronson and Main) in 1906, when the company was 
still manufacturing carriages and wagons and was moving into the manufacture of 
automobiles. it was one of the first poured concrete structure buildings of its size in 
the united States. Clad in oversize brick resembling street pavers, the building housed 
engineering, sales, accounting and executive offices. it provided state of the art employee 
perks such as a men’s and women’s gym, bowling alley and cafeteria.

The 1923 Body Assembly Building west of the Administration Building was designed by 
industrial architect Albert kahn. it is a simple industrial design with exposed concrete 
structure and large windows to provide ample light for workers. This building was the final 
stage for assembly of Studebaker automobiles before they were shipped to dealers. 

STuDeBAker FACTory SiTe
Sample Street

you are now standing in the middle of what grew to become the 120-acre Studebaker 
factory site. The central power plant shown below, which provided power and heat 
via tunnels to the entire complex, sat approximately where the South Bend Police 
Station is now. in its peak year of 1950, the complex employed 24,000 workers and 
produced 343,000 automobiles. 

oLiver FACTory SiTe
918 oliver Plow Court, off Chapin Street

This is the former factory site for oliver Chilled Plow Works, credited with the 
cultivation of the western prairie. The power plant you see provided power to the 
factory and J.D. oliver’s home a few blocks north – the first home in South Bend to 
be electrically lit. Although not directly related to Studebaker and Bendix history, it 
is another example of a world known industry in South Bend. See the interpretive 
plaques on site.
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The

Heritage Trail
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BenDix FieLD/SouTH BenD regionAL AirPorT
4477 Progress Drive  |  Parking fee may apply

Park in the short term lot and visit the displays upstairs in the Terminal Building at the 
South Bend regional Airport to learn more about South Bend’s link to early aviation 
history. South Bend’s place on the aviation map is largely due to vincent Bendix’ s 
interest in early aviation. vincent Bendix started constructing the airport in 1929 
when the airport logged a handful of flights on a chalkboard outdoors, near a dirt 
runway. vincent Bendix started the Bendix Trophy – a transcontinental u.S. race from 
Los Angeles to Cleveland – to encourage the development of efficient aircraft for 
commercial aviation. The race continued annually from 1931 to 1962. The first race 
was won at a speed of 223 miles per hour. 

BenDix WooDS CounTy PArk
Timothy road off Sr 2, new Carlisle  |  574.654.3155  |  sjcparks.org 
11 miles west of airport  |  Park open daily, except holidays 
gate fee weekends/holidays  |  Clubhouse/nature Center open weekdays 
National Register of Historic Places

The current site of Bendix Woods County Park was first developed by the Studebaker 
Corporation as their automotive proving grounds. it featured a clubhouse built in 1926 
(today park offices at the east of the park), a test track and a road course. Studebaker 
planted 8,000 pine trees to spell the company’s name as a salute to the aviation 
industry. The ½-mile sign is still visible from the air today.  When Studebaker closed, 
Bendix acquired the property and donated a portion in 1966 to the newly-formed county 
park board. Today part of the original proving grounds is used by Bosch. 
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MuSeuMS AT WASHingTon AnD CHAPin
201 S. Chapin Street  |  574.235.9714  |  Studebakermuseium.org
Hours: Mon-Sat 10 am-5pm, Sun 12-5  |  Admission fee. 

explore the Studebaker national Museum and Center for History. experience a rich 
collection of historic Studebaker carriages, wagons and automobiles, tour the home of 
J.D. oliver and learn more about the early history of South Bend and St. Joseph County.  

Tippecanoe place
620 W. Washington Street
574.234.9077  |  tippe.com
Hours: Tues-Sun
National Historic Landmark

The West Washington neighborhood 
was home to many of South Bend’s 
successful businessmen. Here 
Clem Studebaker constructed his 
family home, Tippecanoe Place, 
designed by Chicago architect Henry 
Cobbs. Completed in 1889 in the 
richardson romanesque Style, it 
completely burned and was rebuilt 
a year later. At one time it had a 
matching carriage house which  
was destroyed by fire in the 1960s.  
Today it is a restaurant.

ForMer 1ST PreSByTeriAn CHurCH 
• 302 W. Washington Street  |  Hours apply  |  National Register of Historic Places

SAinT JAMeS ePiSCoPAL CHurCH
• 117 n. Lafayette Boulevard  |  Hours apply

in addition to constructing factory facilities, family homes and buildings for other 
commercial ventures, the Studebakers funded parks, hospitals and churches. J.M. 
Studebaker donated funds to help construct the romanesque Style former 1st 
Presbyterian Church with its massive stone walls and tower. Peter Studebaker helped 
fund Saint James in a simplified gothic in red brick.

ST. PAuL’S MeMoriAL 
meThodiST church
1001 W. Colfax Avenue
Hours apply

Clem Studebaker funded  
the construction of St. Paul’s  
in a gothic style of cut  
limestone, and today it is  
part of the W. Washington  
national Historic District. 

CiTy CeMeTery
214 elm Street  
off Colfax Avenue
574.235.9458  |  Hours apply
National Register  
of Historic Places

established in 1832, City Cemetery is 
the oldest formal cemetery in South 
Bend. Here you can see the final 
resting place for many notable South 
Bend families including several of 
the Studebaker family. Also interred 
are vice President Schuyler Colfax 
and war veterans from the American 
revolution, WWi and vietnam. Stop by 
the Sexton’s office to get a map with 
a fuller description of the cemetery’s 
history and site. Make sure to check out 
the location of the failed kankakee mill 
race and its remaining stone bridge.

bendix corporaTion headquarTerS
401 n. Bendix Drive

vincent Bendix started Bendix Corporation in 1923 in South Bend growing the 
company into a worldwide corporation known for its automotive and airplane brakes, 
carburetors, and starting drives. He constructed the first office and factory on this site 
(pictured above) which was later replaced in 1932 by the building before you. Bendix 
was a pioneer in aviation forming Bendix Aviation in 1929. in WWii Bendix made 
just about every ancillary instrument or equipment for military aircraft. The company 
also continued to improve and manufacture brakes and axles for bicycles. in 1971 it 
introduced the first ABS system for automobiles. Bendix eventually was purchased and 
merged with Allied Signal and later with Honeywell and Bosch.
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A SPeCiAL THAnkS To THe FoLLoWing PArTnerS

Historic Preservation Commission of South Bend and St. Joseph County  |   
South Bend Heritage Foundation  |  St. Joseph County Parks  |  Studebaker national Museum
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