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BE IT REMEMBERED THAT, The Board of Commissioners of the County of St. Joseph 

met in a regular session in the County City Building on July 21, 2015 at the hour of 10:00 

a.m. (EST) at which time in the following members were present: Andrew Kostielney, Dave 

Thomas, and Dr. Deborah Fleming D.M.D. were present.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The minutes of the last meeting were unanimously approved. 

 

Michael J. Hamann, County Auditor, was present and recorded the minutes of the 

meeting. 

 

OPENING AND READING OF BIDS ON: None 

 

REPORTS AND REQUESTS FROM: 

 

COMMISSIONERS 

A)     

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE DOCKETS 

 

Dr. Fleming moved to accept the Accounts Payable Docket as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

B) 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

THE CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

Permission was requested to approve the following consent agenda: 

 
Settlement Requests 

Department Description 

 

Surplus Requests 

Department Description 

Penn Township Assessor 
6 obsolete typewriters, 2 broken monitors, 2 broken filing cabinets, 6 
obsolete chairs 

Recorder 3 HP Servers – not enough capacity 

 

Travel Requests 

Department Description 
Cost 
Estimate 

Assessor Indianapolis, IN / July 6, 2015 $175.00 

Assessor Indianapolis, IN / July 24, 2015 $285.00 

Assessor Fort Wayne, IN / July 27-28, 2015 $524.32 

Assessor Indianapolis, IN / August 25-28, 2015 $869.30 

Health Department Indianapolis, IN / August 18-19, 2015 $937.00 

Human Resources Chicago, IL / July 29, 2015 $182.75 

Penn Twp. Assessor Indianapolis, IN / August 24-28, 2015 $1433.00 

Penn Twp. Assessor 
Indianapolis, IN / August 24-28 and September 13-16, 
2015 

$911.00 

Penn Twp. Assessor Valparaiso, IN / November 16-20, 2015 $1472.00 

Probate Court 
Madison, Wisconsin / Sept. 15-16, Oct. 5-6, and Nov. 2, 
2015 

$1475.00 

Prosecuting Attorney Alexandria, VA / July 11-14 $968.96 

Prosecuting Attorney Indianapolis, IN / September 1-3, 2015 $553.60 

Prosecuting Attorney Chicago, IL / September 2-4, 2015 $579.00 

Prosecuting Attorney Danville, IN / September 23-25, 2015 $778.00 
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Public Works La Porte County, IN / September 21-24, 2015 $80.00 

Recorder Middlebury, IN / August 11, 2015 $62.90 

 

Motion was made by Dr. Fleming to accept the consent Agenda. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

C) 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING 

RESOLUTION NO. R-12-C-2015: 

A RESOLUTION IDENTIFYING  

PROPERTIES AS ELIGIBLE FOR  

TRANSFER TO NON-PROFIT 

CORPORATION FOR USE OF THE 

PUBLIC GOOD 

 

Mitch Heppenheimer, 704 W. Washington Ave, South Bend, IN.  

Mr. Heppenheimer states that this resolution deals with four parcels of real estate. They 

have been on tax sale for quite some time. There has been some interest to rehab these 

properties. The statute does allow bids to be taken from non-profits. This is being 

requested of the Commissioners. The notice will be placed in the paper and on August 

18
th

 the bids shall be received for review.  

Some discussion held about the past attempts of Near Northwest Neighborhood to obtain 

this property. 

 

Motion was made by Dr. Fleming to accept the above resolution as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

D)  

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

RESOLUTION NO. R-13-C-2015: 

A RESOLUTION IDENTIFYING  

PROPERTIES AS ELIGIBLE FOR  

TRANSFER OF USE FOR THE  

PUBLIC INTERST 

 

Mitch Heppenheimer, 704 W. Washington Ave, South Bend, IN.  

Mr. Heppenheimer says this is a new procedure that the County and the Commissioners 

are going to attempt. There are two parcels with this resolution. The statute is fairly new. 

It talks about the County being able to take offers from anybody. This is for people to 

repair, maintain and rehab properties. We are using this statute to see if we can generate 

some interest from individuals or organizations to get these properties back in use and 

generate tax dollars. We have had interest in both of these properties. The notice will be 

placed in the paper and on August 18
th

 the bids shall be received for review.  

 

Mr. Thomas gives thanks to Mr. Heppenheimer.  

Dr. Fleming says she thinks this is a great idea. 

Motion was made by Dr. Fleming to accept the above resolution as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

E)  

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

RESOLUTION NO. R-14-C-2015: 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

NEGOTIATION, EXECUTION, AND  

DELIVERY OF LEASE/PURCHASE  

IN THE PRINCIPLE AMOUNT OF 

$806064.00, BETWEEN THE BOARD OF  

COMMISSIONERS OF ST JOSEPH  

COUNTY, AND TCF EQUIPMENT  
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FINANCE, A DIVISION OF TCF  

NATIONAL BANK, PROVIDING THREE 

ANNUAL LEASE PAYMENTS OF  

$279053.00 EACH FROM LEGALLY  

AVAILABLE FUNDS; AND PRESCRIBING 

OTHER DETAILS IN CONNECTION  

THEREWITH 

 

This is a lease with the option to purchase six International TerraStar Trucks specifically 

designed and to be used by the Highway Department.  

Counsel states that there were a few revisions to the agreement.  

 

Motion was made by Dr. Fleming to accept the above resolution as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

F)  

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

RESOLUTION NO. R-15-C-2015: 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING  

MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF  

THE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

Those being: 

Dallas Bergl, CEO, Inova Federal Credit Union 

Pete McCown, President, Elkhart County Community Foundation 

John DeSalle, VP. Engineering & Manufacturing, Hoosier Tire 

John Affleck-Graves, Executive Vice President, University of Notre Dame 

Regina Ernberton, President, Michiana Partnership 

 

Motion was made by Dr. Fleming to accept the above resolution as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

G) 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING 

BILLS PASSED BY THE ST.  

JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

BILL NO.   ORDINANCE NO. 

 

43-15    29-15 

41-15    30-15 

42-15    31-15  

34-15    32-15 

33-15    33-15 

 

*as amended  

 

Dr. Fleming moved to accept the above ordinances as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas.  

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

TO APPLY FOR A GRANT FROM 

THE INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH 

 

Nick Molchan, Administrator, offices on the 8th floor.  

Mr. Molchan states that they are requesting approval to apply for a grant from the Indiana 

State Department of Health to increase vaccinations in our county, increase use of the 
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state immunization registry, increase utilization of publicly funded adult vaccine and 

reduce wastage of publicly funded vaccines. Grant applications of up to $250000 are 

allowed to be submitted for counties of our size. Our application will most likely be in 

the $150000-$200000 range.   

 

Dr. Fleming asks are there specific vaccines that are expected. 

Mr. Molchan says since they are for adults they will be weighted toward that end of it. 

They could be for travel vaccines, flu, pneumonia things such as this.  

Mr. Thomas asks what other populations they would be able to reach with this grant. 

Mr. Molchan says it is also trying to get the physicians to use this program and make it 

more available to the adults.  

Mr. Thomas asks if population in this case mean age.  

Mr. Molchan says yes. 

Dr. Fleming moved to accept the above request as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas.  

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY: 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

A REQUEST TO APPLY FOR A  

NEW 12 MONTH VOCA GRANT  

4287 IN THE AMOUNT OF $99960 

 

Patrick Higgins, Chief of Staff, offices on the 10
th

 floor.  

This grant provides funding for a new Victim Advocate position in the Special Victims 

Unit and emergency services for victims and their dependents.  

 

Dr. Fleming asks if the YWCA also offers this program.  

Mr. Higgins says to an extent they do. They have gaps as to what they offer immediately. 

There are certain circumstances where we will try to find housing immediately until they 

can find safer housing.  

Dr. Fleming asks if this is a one year grant and about the salary. 

Mr. Higgins replies yes. The salary is approximately $33000.00 and the rest will go to 

purchasing shelter, clothes, food and travel. This is a one year grant the position will go 

away unless renewed.  

Mr. Thomas asks if this is the 17
th

 year for this grant.  

Mr. Higgins says no this is the first year for this grant the VOCA grant has been in place 

for 17 years.  

 

Dr. Fleming moved to accept the above request as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas.  

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

PSAP: 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  

TWO MOTOROLA CONTRACTS 

PERTAINING TO NEW TECHNOLOGY 

PURCHASES FOR THE PRIMARY PSAP 

 

Todd Gears, Executive Director, 701 W. Sample St. 

This is for two Motorola contracts pertaining to new technology purchases for the 

primary PSAP. The first contract would equip and support for ten years the purchase of 

new radio consoles. The second contract is an addendum to the first contract and that is 

the transitional equipment needed until a final radio system is approved and 

implemented.  

Counsel states that this does meet with his approval and has been widely supported by the 

technical review committee and a very good solution for the county.  

 

Dr. Fleming moved to accept the above request as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas.  

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  
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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

 

Development / Subdivision Requests 
Description 
 

 

Special Event Requests 
Description 

Fallen Officers Scholarship Motorcycle Ride 

 

Traffic Regulatory Requests 
Description 

 
 

Project Completion Requests 
Description 

 
 

Dr. Fleming moved to accept the above request as read and outlined. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas.  

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.  

 

A) 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL  

OF 2012 PHASE I AND 2014 PHASE 

II BRIDGE INVENTORY &  

INSPECTION PROGRAM, DES NO. 

1173271-SUPPLEMENTAL  

AGREEMENT NO. 2 

 

The supplemental is necessary to include the new additional inspections required byINDOT 

regarding structures with component condition ratings of four or less. A 12 month interim 

routine inspection is now required; this applies to 10 of our structures. The proposed fee to 

perform these services is an additional $6400.00 and revised the total amount not to exceed 

from $428000.00 to $434400.00 

 

Motion made by Dr. Fleming to accept the recommendation of the Department of Public 

Works in reference to the above request as read and outlined.  

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.   

 

B) 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL  

OF INDOT TRAFFIC SIGNAL 

INTERCONNECTION CONTRACT 

FOR THE LASALLE TRAIL PHASE 

I EXTENSION 

 

The contract outlines each party’s responsibilities and provides the County the ability to 

interconnect the bike/pedestrian mid-block crossing equipment on Cleveland Road for 

LaSalle Trail with the traffic signal at SR 933 and coordinate the timing to enhance safety at 

the crossing.  

 

Motion made by Dr. Fleming to accept the recommendation of the Department of Public 

Works in reference to the above request as read and outlined.  

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.   

 

C) 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL  

OF A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOR ESTABLISHING 24 MONUMENTS 
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ON THE STATE LINE ACROSS  

FROM ST. JOSEPH COUNTY 

 

It is requested that this be advertised on June 12 & 19, 2015 with the opening of proposals on 

July 7, 2015. 

 

Motion made by Dr. Fleming to accept the recommendation of the Department of Public 

Works in reference to the above request as read and outlined.  

Motion seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

Motion adopted by a 3-0 vote.   

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

Bradley Varner, 60218 St. Joseph St., South Bend, IN.  

Mr. Varner discusses the issue of speeding on behalf of the Forest Park Neighborhood. 

There are three proposals to help with this issue: 1. Close St. Joseph St. at Johnson Rd. to 

deter traffic from traveling through our neighborhood as a shortcut to Jackson and Ireland 

Rd. 2. Make St. Joseph St. a one-way south between Jewel and Johnson roads and St. 

Joseph St. and Carroll St. one-way north between Rouse St. and Jackson Rd. 3. Lower the 

speed limit to 15 mph and add speed humps. I have petitions signed by the residents of 

the neighborhood. I have about 80% approval the rest would be people who did not want 

what was proposed or they were not at home or vacant. We are having a lot of trouble 

with speeding since the 31 realignment. There are probably 8000 people coming this 

way. A traffic count would be a good idea, posting more speed limit signs would be 

helpful. More stop signs would also help.  

Mr. Thomas asks how many have signed the petition. 

Mr. Varner says there are 40 signatures.  

Mr. Thomas says they will turn this over to Public Works to look into this matter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, Mr. Kostielney 

asked for a motion to recess, Dr. Fleming so moved, seconded by Mr. Thomas. Meeting 

recessed by a 3-0 vote.  

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 

 

 


