
MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING   

OF THE 
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL 

August 13, 2013 
 

The regular  meeting of the St. Joseph County Council was called to order at 6:05 p.m., on August 13, 2013, by the 
President, Rafael Morton, in the Council Chambers, fourth floor, County-City Building, South Bend, Indiana. 
   
Members in attendance were: 
      
   Mr. Michael J. Hamann 
  Mr. Corey D. Noland   
  Mr. James O’Brien 
  Ms. Diana L. Hess 
  Mr. Rafael Morton 
  Mr. Daniel G. Herbster  
  Mr. Mark A. Catanzarite    
  Mr. Robert J. McCahill 
  Mr. Mark Root        
   
Present from the Auditor’s office were Mr. Peter Mullen, St. Joseph County Auditor, Ms. Teresa Shuter, Chief Deputy 
Auditor. Council staff present was Mr. Michael A. Trippel, Attorney and Ms. Jennifer Prawat, Executive Secretary.   
 
Petitions, Communications & Miscellaneous Matters:  
 
Mr. Noland made a motion and was seconded by Mr. McCahill to appoint Mr. F. Jay Mummey to the Common 
Construction Wage Committee for the State of Indiana Projects.  The motion was passed by a voice vote 9;0.  No 
negatives were heard.   
 
Mr. Herbster made a motion to reappoint Andy Laidig, Rod Schroeder and Sheila Sieradozski to the Agricultural 
Advisory Board.  The motion was passed by a voice vote 9;0.  No negatives were heard.   
 
Mr. Noland moved and was seconded by Mr. McCahill to have the minutes from the July 9, 2013 meeting.  The 
motion passed by a voice vote; 9-0.  No negatives were heard.   
 
No report from the County Auditor. 
 
No report from the County Commissioners.   
 
No report from any Special Committees.   
 
First Readings:  
 
BILL NO. 60-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV,                
LAND USAGE, CHAPTER 154 PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS 
AMENDED, FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 53922 OLIVE ROAD, SOUTH BEND, IN 46628 FROM 
MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, TO SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT PETITIONER: 
OAK TREE COMMUNITY CHURCH Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
  
RESOLUTION  
       
BILL NO. 56-13:  A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL  DECLARING A PORTION OF 
THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA, PURSUANT TO IC, 6-1.1-                  
12.1-1, ET SEQ. (TEJAS TUBULAR EAST, INC.; WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF TEJAS TUBULAR 
PRODUCTS, INC) Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 56-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Mr. Tejas, I am the founder of Tejas Tubular Products.  The Tejas Tubular is a family owned company.  It is me and 
my daughter and son.  They are now grown.  Max Jr. has been up here, my daughter lives in San Francisco.  Tejas 
Tubular started in January 25, 1990.  I moved to Michigan City Indiana when I was twelve in nineteen sixty four.  I 
went to school at Marquette High School, then I went school for the first two years at Purdue University, at the same 
time I was a Co-Op Student in engineering with Midwest Steel in Portage Indiana.  Then I moved to the main campus 
and finished my bachelors of Science/Industrial Engineering in nineteen seventy three.  Then I continue to work for 
Midwest Steel.  Midwest Steel then decided to build oil tubular goods plant in Liberty Texas and I was transferred to 
Texas in nineteen seventy five.  I stayed with National Steel through nineteen eighty two where the first collapse of the 
oil tubular market happened and then I worked for other people until January of ninety when I started the company.  
Here I am back in Northern Indiana.  I started the company, all we did was heat treat tubing.  In ninety four we started 
manufacturing cufflinks, ninety six we started manufacturing pub joints then we added upsetting and threading to the 
list of services performed. In nineteen ninety eight we began producing horizontal directional drill rods.  In the early 
two thousands we acquired a facility in Stevenvill Texas.  In two thousand five we built our first casing plant and we 
are now working on the second one.  We have various facilities.  Our target for this market is really the Utica and the 
shale in Ohio, West Virginia, Pennsylvania and New York.  Nothing is happening in New York yet but there is plenty 
of oil and gas over there.  Now the Marcellus Shale and the Utica Shale lies on the parts of Pennsylvania, Ohio, West 
Virginia like I said and it could contain almost half of all the proven natural gas reserves in the United States.  It is the 
most productive natural gas field in the nation.  All of the heating will be done by induction, it is very clean, there is 
no combustion products.  The pipe is heated by induction or electricity, then we put a lot of water on it, a lot of 
evaporation and then we heat it up again.  The personal property we are looking at seven years, approximately four 
hundred thousand dollars real property, five years twenty thousand dollars and Tejas Tubular investment will be 



approximately twelve million dollars and most importantly we are looking at creating one hundred jobs in the first 
twelve months and an additional fifty jobs in the second twelve months.  The Shale revolution is really transforming 
the United States and we can become energy independent.        
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  The trade case and the Marcellus Shale deposit in New York, do any of those have a factor on 
whether or not your development will go through or is your plan to make this development happen. 
 
Mr. Tejas:  No, as a matter of fact, our reason for moving closer to the market is to put distance between us and all of 
the foreign pipe.  The foreign pipe is coming through port of Houston.  When we first came up with this strategy, we 
looked at Ohio to be real close to the customers then we looked at Illinois to be real close to the first steel source, then 
we found this one where a facility can make the raw materials for us and we still very close, a lot closer than Houston 
for the market.  The Marcellus is a big and Utica is a big, like you said, huge reserves and the first export license, no 
the second export license for natural gas will be out of Maryland, so that is approved, it might take two or three years 
but natural gas in this county is selling for like three dollars and fifty cents per million btu’s while Japan, Korea and 
some of the countries that import it are paying eighteen dollars per million btu’s.  So we have plenty of natural gas for 
a long time and we can create a lot of jobs and there are now five export terminals.  So moving to the Northeast is a 
strategy to help us even be more cost effective against the foreign pipe.   
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  You have answered my question, the other question, unrelated to this plant, are you the exclusive 
supplier to Vamiere?   
 
Mr. Tejas:  Oh no, as a matter of fact, we don’t even supply them, Vermeer makes their rods in Houston.  We are an 
after market provider.   
 
Mr. Noland:  Could you address the overall general wages and benefit packages for the employees that you’re 
expecting to have at this facility. 
 
Mr. Tejas:  You saw the processes, the bulk of the jobs are high skilled and we have a concept of performance base 
compensation and we are copying that from Nucor Steel.  Nucor Steel are the highest paid steel workers in the country 
and they are the most productive and basically we are emulating them in that respect.  It will be based on performance 
and being able to follow our core priorities which are safety, environmental, quality, our quality of our products is the 
safety of the users.  Customer satisfaction is very important.  Productivity and cost effectiveness we control.  The 
margins from the market we don’t control, that depends on supply and demand.  You will not be disappointed, we will 
pay well.   
 
Mr. Noland:  One follow up, just want to thank the whole Tejas group for coming out to New Carlisle last night, it’s 
very helpful with the community out there to hear those things first hand from you.  These jobs, they will be hired here 
locally? 
 
Mr. Tejas:  Basically, we are busy in Houston, I will be honest with you, part of the reason for us moving north again, 
Houston is a very active economically and we felt we could do better on the labor market, get better people here and 
the same thing with the contractors and everything, we going to do everything locally, we have already hired, he’s not 
from South Bend or New Carlisle but we already are training somebody, I am not sure he is going to be the final 
decision, but this young man from Michigan, he was ten years in the Navy do maintenance on the nuclear facility, he 
worked four years for Nucor making steel and he also worked in Michigan at a power plant that was natural gas fire.  
We will consider everybody from this area, we have no intentions from my trips to be having a lot of people from the 
outside coming to work fulltime here, one thing, for us to get this thing going very quickly, our first wave of hires will 
be trained in Houston, we will take them down there so they can get familiar with the process so when we are ready to 
start, they can function at the desired level.   
 
Mr. Noland:  Thank you. 
 
Richard Nussbaum, 210 S. Michigan South Bend, I am privileged to serve as local council for Tejas Tubular and I 
would just like to clarify a couple of things in support of this petition, with the original petition, we did not provide our 
authorization from the current owner of the facility to proceed with this tax abatement, I have provided your council 
with a copy of that authorization so that is taken care of.  With regards to the wages and benefits that are going to be 
offered, if you review the petition for tax abatement, we talk about a range of wages a low end of nine dollars an hour 
all the way up to thirty dollars an hour and then we talk about averages as well and those averages begin in the low 
twenties and as each year progresses the average wage increases.  In addition at the committee meeting I believe it was 
mentioned there are 401K plans as well as medical benefits that are offered, as Mr. Tejas mentioned, we are at the high 
end of the wage scale and we are very proud of that.  I want to address the environmental concerns about the fracking 
process which some of the materials that are going to be manufactured at this plant and sold to folks for distribution 
will be used back in Western Pennsylvania and West Virginia in those types of operations.  I want to make everyone 
aware of the fact that we are just manufacturing the equipment that is going to be used elsewhere.  Part of the reason 
for located in New Carlisle in addition to it’s geography in being close to where the pipe is going to be used is the fact 
that it has a plentiful supply of water and also the energy cost are very competitive.  Part of the process that was 
described is water is used to cool the very hot pipes that are being heated up and water evaporate and it is going to be 
recaptured so there is a very environmental friendly process that’s used.  But a lot of water will be used.  In discussion 
with the New Carlisle folks and with some of the engineers it’s clear that the water supply will not adversely impacted 
there, there is plenty of water to handle this facility.  But with regard to the market for this product or part of the 
market for this product that is going to be manufactured in Western Pennsylvania, this fracking operation, there is a lot 
of pipe that’s needed, this process that is releasing natural gas and oil that is found way way below the surface at levels 
eight thousand feet, ten thousand feet even more, so that takes a lot of pipe.  But there has been some concerns and 
some studies that have been conducted as to whether or not this process has an adverse impact upon  the environment 
and some of the water tables in Western Pennsylvania.  And although these studies are ongoing, about a month ago, a 
study that was released by the National Energy Technology Laboratory, which is part of the Department of Energies 
laboratory system, released a year long study in Western Pennsylvania that showed that there was no evidence 
anywhere near the water table of any contamination from this process.  Samples were taken at the level of eight 
thousand feet below the surface and generally the water supply is about five hundred feet below water surface, so there 



is a big gap between where these operations are going and where the water supply is and there was absolutely no 
evidence of any of the materials that are utilized for this operation anywhere near.  That is a year long study, in one 
area of the county so it was very clear from the study that does not answer all the questions.  But certainly all the 
indications are that this is very safe, very effective and as Mr. Tejas said, it leads us down the path of energy 
independence.  And what is really great is that here in this St. Joseph County we are going be at the leading edge of 
that and we will be, our history has always shown a supplier of material to help fund a very successful industry.  A 
hundred years ago it was materials for automobiles, and now we are on the cutting edge of a great energy resource and 
so we are very excited about this project, we appreciate the attention that has been given by the Council, we appreciate 
the opportunity to present this to you and we look forward on August 27th, to be able to get final approval for these tax 
abatements.      
 
Jeff Rae, President/CEO of the Chamber of Commerce, we have been working with Tejas for well over a month, we 
think that they have found a building that is well suited.  We know that looked at many locations across Indiana and 
the Midwest and have arrived at St. Joseph County as the ideal location for them.  We are excited about this particular 
piece of property and the expansion opportunities it presents in the future, we also feel like over the last month we 
really got to know the Tejas family and many of the different folks in there, there is a strong interest in them and being 
a very integral part of this community.  As you heard, there are some roots in Indiana already and a very strong interest 
in becoming a very integral part of St. Joseph County and so we are here tonight just to urge your approval as we 
move forward in this process.  And thank you for your consideration of their request for a tax abatement.   
 
Mr. Herbster:  I just want to take this moment to thank Tejas Tubular and everyone involved with the company, they 
reached out to me and other members of Council and on the Commissioner board very early on, wanted to keep us in 
the loop, several of us attended a public meeting they held at the town hall in New Carlisle last night and really invited 
the local residents to find out what was going on and to answer their questions.  They did a great job addressing those 
concerns.  I really appreciate the way they addressed the environmental concerns as that’s always a very strong 
concern in New Carlisle.   
Motion to pass Bill No. 56-13 was made by Mr. Herbster and seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  Bill No. 56-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING/PUBLIC COMMENT-FISCAL MATTERS 
 
Mr. Morton:  Next on the agenda are financial issues were heard and discussed at our committee meeting on July 23, 
2013.  Is there anyone that would like to speak in favor of any financial issues on tonight’s agenda?   
No one came forth. 
Is there anyone who would like to speak in opposition of any financial issues on tonight’s agenda?   
No one came forth.   
 
TRANSFER/APPROPRIATION BILL NO. 58-13 
 
1.  VOTER REGISTRATION 
     General Fund  
 
FROM:  1000-11101-000-0028      Deputy                  $ 1,237.00 
              1000-11102-000-0028       Sec. Deputy    $ 4,826.00 
 
TO:        1000-39150-000-0028      Other Expenses                                 $ 6,063.00  
                  TOTAL:  $6,063.00 
      
 Terry Coleman, Member of the Board of Voter Registration,  we are currently requesting this transfer for the purpose 
of installing carpet in our office.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 58-13 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. Hamann.  Bill No. 58-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
2.  JUVENILE MONITORING  
     CBC 
 
FROM:  1122-65030-012-0797 Inter Fund Transfer            $ 36,164.97 
 
              TOTAL:  $36,164.97 
 
   JUVENILE MONITORING PROJECT INCOME 
   CBC  
 
TO:       9114-14840-014-0798 Insurance    $ 14,569.85 
             9114-36015-014-0798 Contractual Services      10,000.00 
             9114-32020-014-0798 Travel          7,595.05 
             9114-44600-014-0798 Special Equipment                      2000.07 
             9114-32050-014-0798         Instruction & Training                      2000.00 
                  TOTAL:  $36,164.97 
 
Pete Morgan, Executive Director of the St. Joseph Probate Court, this is money that was left over from last year.  This 
is unused money from their last fiscal year which may be carried over and used going forward.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 58-13 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. Catanzarite.  Bill No. 58-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0.  
 
 
 



APPROPRIATIONS: 
 
3.  COUNTY POLICE 
     Sex/Violent Offender Fee 
  
4904-11571-000-0005  Overtime                 $ 7,500.00 
4904-32200-000-0005  Telephone                     565.00 
4904-32050-000-0005  Instruction/Training                 1,000.00 
4904-39750-000-0005                Data Processing                                3,000.00 
                             TOTAL:  12,065.00 
 
Patty Godsey, Financial Manager for Sheriff’s Department, we collect fees for sex offenders, they have to register and 
this money is all put into the fund, for us to be able to utilize this money, we have to put it into a budget form.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 58-13 was made by Ms. Hess and seconded by Mr. Herbster.  Bill No. 58-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0.  
 
BILL NO. 59-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 110-12,THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR 
THE YEAR 2013 (Dept. 0006 - Cty Jail Admin) 
 
Mr. Hamann reported that Bill No. 59-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Sheriff Grzegorek, Sheriff, this ordinance is to correct an error in the calculations for the raises for correction officers 
last year.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 59-13 was made by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. McCahill.  Bill No. 59-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0.  
 
BILL NO. 53-13:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL AMENDING TITLE 3, 
ADMINISTRATION, CHAPTER 34, FINANCES BY ALL DEPARTMENTS OF THE COUNTY, OF THE ST. 
JOSEPH COUNTY, INDIANA CODE PETITIONER: TREASURER      
 
Mr. Root reported that Bill No. 53-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Mr. Kruk, St. Joseph County Treasurer, this bill is that is necessary for us to broaden our investment policy.  In 2012 
the state legislature gave all municipalities in Indiana the ability to invest beyond two years but no more than five 
years with any money they have on hand, prior to that it was just two years and it gives communities a chance to take 
advantage of some higher rates of returns you can get for two years.  In order to take advantage of that policy the fiscal 
body of municipalities has to pass at a public meeting either a policy or ordinance stating their intent to do that, so 
that’s what this ordinance here addresses tonight.   
 
Dave Thomas, Commissioner, I didn’t plan to speak on this but I heard this matter brought up before and I strongly 
feel that if the county has such surplus funds that can be tied up for excess of two years, then we are either not funding 
capital projects and improvements or taxing our citizens too much.  Thank you.  
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 53-13 was made by Mr. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. Hamann.  Bill No. 53-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0.  
 
Land Use Planning Public Hearing:  
  
BILL NO. 50-13: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, 
CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE  ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR 
PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 54630, 54640,54654,54666 & 54678 TWYCKENHAM DRIVE AND 54673, 54693 & 
54703 BURDETTE STREET, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 46637 FROM R SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT TO                       
PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT.  PETITIONERS: LP OVERLOOK, LLC & THE 
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME DU LAC 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 50-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Angela Smith, Area Plan Commission, petitioner is seeing to rezone from R Single Family at all of the addresses read 
there to PUD to allow for a high density residential housing plus a small portion from retail.  This is right along the 
edge of Notre Dame.  Several other properties in this area have been rezoned to PUD since 2003 to allow for density 
residential also.  This site is approximately three and a half acres, of that thirty six hundred square foot retail space and 
a total footprint of thirty nine thousand four hundred and forty square foot to house up to two hundred and sixty six 
bedrooms.  They are providing approximately a hundred and eighty six parking spaces.   
 
Steven Studer, Partner with Krieg-Devault, 4101 Edison Lakes Parkway, Mishawka, 46544, as Angela mentioned, this 
comes with a favorable recommendation from the staff.  We are seeing approval tonight to build two building to 
contain up a maximum of two hundred and sixty six units including a hundred and thirty one bedrooms and a hundred 
and thirty six two student units.  The building is limited to what we would refer to as University users, these are 
graduate students, MBA students, professional students, Law students, medical students, post doctorial students and 
others affiliated with the University.  Parking would be by permit only, violators will be towed.   
 
Mr. Noland:  I didn’t understand your comment about the pedestrian, they are not opposed to towing cars.   
 
Mr. Studer:  What we are saying is in order to park at this facility, you have to have a permit, you have to live there or 
have a permit, so if they don’t there, we will not allow other people park in the parking lot, they will be towed.   
 



Mr. McCahill:  Mr. Studer, are there only going to be one entry/exit into the parking lot or are there going to be two on 
Burdette?   
 
Mr. Studer:  On Burdette, from the parking lot, I think there are two, two on Burdette, on the parking lot.   
Mr. McCahill:  And how many parking spaces total? 
 
Mr. Studer:  A hundred and eighty six I believe.  And that is consistent with other projects we have done and with 
conversations we have had with the University in terms of the number of parking spaces that would be necessary for a 
project this size.   
 
Mr. McCahill:  Thank you.  
 
Tim Sexton, 405 Main Building, University of Notre Dame, the University has been working closely with LP 
Overlook for some time on this project, one of the things I would like to point out, we house a very small number of 
graduate students on campus.  We would much rather have for our graduate students/professional students the outside 
community take care of the housing needs.  We think this is a great opportunity to work in collaboration with again  
with LP Overlook and proximity of the site works very well for graduate students.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 50-13 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. Hamann.  Bill No. 50-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
BILL NO. 52-13:  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PETITION FOR SPECIAL USE           
FILED BY JEFFERY AND PATRICIA HOSHAW THE SAME BEING PETITION NO. 07-03-13-13 FILED WITH 
THE AREA BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS PETITIONER: JEFFERY AND PATRICIA HOSHAW  
Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 52-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Mark Lyons, Building Department, this is a special exception that allows gun smithing and gun shop.  The property 
owner does powder coating of various items, one of those items being firearms related.  ATF requires that in order to 
do the power coating or anything firearm related that he does have a valid zoning district in place and requires this 
special use.  Comes with a favorable recommendation.   
 
Mr. Hoshaw, I am asking for a favorable recommendation for this bill.  I do ceramic coatings on industrial equipment, 
firearms and the like.    
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 52-13 was made by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. Herbster.  Bill No. 52-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
New Business: 
 
Privilege of the floor:   Tim Sexton, University of Notre Dame, I thanked the Commissioners last Tuesday for their 
support with the Douglas Road project.  The project did open this past Friday, Douglas was reopened, Juniper was 
reopened, I have driven it several times, I hope some of you have had an opportunity to drive it as well.  I just wanted 
to thank you for your support and the time you spent and helping us to work collaboratively on that project, every 
single one of you were just wonderful to work with.  I want to especially acknowledge Councilmember Noland who 
really helped us a great deal.  And also Jessica Clark, the County Engineer.  
  
Adjournment:  Mr. Morton stated that the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  
 
 
                                                                                                    ______________________________ 
Auditor, St. Joseph County    President, St. Joseph County Council















 


