
MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING   

OF THE 
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL 

March 12, 2013 
 

The regular  meeting of the St. Joseph County Council was called to order at 6:05 p.m., on March 12, 2013, by the 
President, Rafael Morton, in the Council Chambers, fourth floor, County-City Building, South Bend, Indiana. 
   
Members in attendance were: 
      
   Mr. Michael J. Hamann 
  Mr. Daniel G. Herbster  
  Ms. Diana L. Hess    
  Mr. James O’Brien 
  Mr. Robert J. McCahill     
  Mr. Rafael Morton 
  Mr. Corey D. Noland  
  Mr. Mark Root  
  Mr. Mark Catanzarite  
   
Present from the Auditor’s office were Mr. Peter Mullen, County Auditor and Ms. Teresa Shuter, Chief Deputy 
Auditor. Council staff present was Mr. Michael A. Trippel, Attorney and Ms. Jennifer Prawat, Executive Secretary. 
 
Petitions, Communications & Miscellaneous Matters:  
 
Mr. Morton moved and was seconded by Mr. McCahill to have the minutes from the February 12, 2013 meeting.  The 
motion passed by a voice vote; 9-0.  No negatives were heard.   
 
No report from the County Auditor. 
 
Mr. Kostielney has a report from the Board of Commissioners: President Morton and esteemed members of Council, 
my name is Andy Kostielney and I serve as President of the Board of Commissioners, with offices on the 7th floor of 
this building. 
I am here tonight to present the 2013 State of the County Address.  I apologize because I know this should have taken 
place at last month’s meeting, but it did not for a variety of reasons.  That said – as a lifelong Cub’s fan, I’m of the 
mindset that it’s better late than never. 
I have good news and bad news about my remarks.  The Bad News is, according to what my wife said when I made 
her listen to this last night, was the first 30 minutes seemed a bit dry.  The good news is that she said the last 45 
minutes really picked up nicely – so I’ll let you be the judge. 
This past fall, I had the good fortune to be part of a group that went to Pittsburgh, PA to see how they’ve been able to 
recover so well from the difficult economic times they have faced. 
To a person, they said the first thing they had to change was the community’s sense of loss.  Things had been bad for 
so long, that even when things started to get better, they could only focus on the negative.   
While conditions certainly remain challenging here in St. Joe County, things are in fact getting better, and it’s 
important that we take opportunities like this to celebrate some of our numerous accomplishments. 
That’s why I want to spend some time looking back at some of our great work in 2012, and then to finish up by 
sharing some expectations for 2013.  In 2012: Archives: They destroyed over 1300 boxes of documents and acquired 
1300 boxes as well – which is the first time they’ve not had a net gain in years, continuing their process to digitize all 
marital records.  Area Plan: Processed 40 Rezonings – 78 Subdivisions – and 162 Petitions for Variance, established a 
new combined public hearing procedure to allow petitioners the ability to request variances and special uses with their 
rezoning request.  This streamlined the process and removed the need to attend multiple board meetings.  Assessor:  
Conducted the General Reassessment for over 122,000 parcels of real estate with a gross assessed value of $14.8 
billion, assessed and reviewed over 9,800 Business Personal Property returns with a gross assessed value of almost 
$1.3 billion. processed, reviewed, and completed over 4,900 real estate appeals.  Auditor:  Helped fund making the 
County City Building Wireless, processed over 40,000 Homestead Deduction forms, refinanced the Mental Health 
bonds that will save over $300,000 in interest charges and instituted new protocols to organize grant processes.  
Building Department: Board of Zoning Appeals had 92 petitions for variances and special uses, 70 single family and 
14 multi-family home starts, there were a total of over $120 million worth of residential projects and they collected 
almost $420,000 in fees.  Center for History:  Welcomed over 38,000 visitors to properties and exhibits, over 3,600 
people were on-site guests at various private functions and received the “Leighton Award for Non-Profit Excellence” 
by the Community Foundation of St. Joe County.  Child Support:  Completed their “Paperless Project” to make their 
internal operations paperless, continue to score greater than State and Federal averages in all measurement areas and 
collected more than $29 million.  Clerk: Collected over $3,900,000 for the State of Indiana, collected over $2,200,00 
for St. Joe County and issued over 2,600 marriage licenses.  Community Corrections:  Had first complete year in new 
facility, scored an 88 on their Department of Corrections audit, one of the highest in the State and operated at an 
average daily population of 65% of capacity.  Courts:  Combined Adult Probation, the Court Substance Abuse 
Program, Drug Court, and the CSAP Lab under unified leadership which dramatically improved management and 
generated more than $6.2 million for state, county, and city funds.  Domestic Relations: Worked with over 250 
families involving close to 1000 family members.  Emergency Management:  Provided numerous Emergency 
Preparedness classes and training sessions for Key Senior Leadership individuals across the region, improved the 
Weather Siren System functionality to 96% and provided over 200 weather radios to our citizens. 
Health:   Along with Engineering, they initiated a countywide Groundwater Protection Plan to identify effective 
methods of addressing the high nitrates levels in certain areas of the county, provided over 370 Health Education 
presentations to over 6,800 individuals, nursing staff administered over 14,000 vaccines, issued over 15,600 birth 
certificates and 18,000 death certificates and presented the “Public Service & Work in Immunizations” by the Indiana 
Immunization Coalition.  Highway:  41 miles Chip & Seal – 82 miles Crack Sealed – 5 miles Chip Lock, 200 miles of 
paint striping, 1037 tons of trash removed from the roadside and purchased bucket truck to increase tree trimming and 
removal.  Should save over $25,000 per year. Historic Preservation:  Awarded “Commission Excellence Award” from 



the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions, created “Downtown South Bend Walking Tour”  and surveyed all 
74 St. Joe County historic landmarks.  Human Resources:  Coordinated the move of the employee clinic to a new 
location, with minimum interruption of service, moved to an electronic application system to provide information to 
departments in a timelier manner and renegotiated increased discounts on numerous procedures with a variety of 
vendors.   Jail:  17,610 inmates, with an average daily population of 618, received almost $1 million for housing 
Federal inmates and $300,000 for housing State inmates, renegotiated inmate medical contract that will save over 
$175,000 annually, saved close to $750,000 by renegotiating medical services with providers and worked to 
recalculate the Federal inmate reimbursement per diem that will lead to an additional increase of  almost $400,000 
annually.  Juvenile Justice Center:  Judge Fox has led a change in leadership for the first time in 20 years, replacing 
Judge Nemeth, 24,000 open cases in areas of paternity, Children in Need of Services, delinquency, and probate 
matters, Juvenile Detention Center received perfect score in its Department of Corrections audit and collected 
$400,000 in fees and reimbursements.  Maintenance:  Bob Hedl replaced John Embrickson, who had served for 116 
years and remodeling Olive St. facility to increase storage capacity to accommodate Archives’ needs. 
Parks:  Welcomed over 283,000 visitors, the most since 2007, partnered with Notre Dame to create the Linked 
Experimental Ecosystem Facility (ND-LEEF), which will open this spring, constructed the Pfeil Pavilion and 
Courtyard @ St. Pat’s Park and had over 3,100 hours contributed by volunteers.  Prosecuting Attorney:  Relocated the 
Special Victim’s Unit, Adult Protective Services, the Family Justice Center, along with the Casie Center into one 
location to more effectively serve their clients, almost 10,000 new crimes and infractions were filed, the County Metro 
Homicide Unit had a 79% solvability rate and they were able to secure convictions in some high profile cases, 
including Terry Sturgis, Tarrence Lee, and Quenton Leonard.  Public Works:  They successfully secured two Capital 
Improvement Projects for the reconstruction of the Olive/Sample Street Bridge and the reconstruction of Cleveland 
Road from the St. Joseph River to SR 933, the  local road paving, maintenance, and culvert/bridge replacement and 
maintenance programs improved nearly 24 road miles and 7 structures  and the Drainage Board, through the efforts of 
the County Surveyor and staff, completed ditch cleaning, debris removal, and erosion & sediment control in 56 miles 
of regulated drains within our community and completed $72,000 of basin improvements in various neighborhoods.  
Purdue Extension:  Almost 11,000 people participated in Health & Well Being classes, there were 39 organized 4-H 
Clubs, with over 2,400 members and 500 volunteers and their 50 Master Gardeners provided nearly 3,000 volunteer 
hours while teaching all ages.  Recorder: Continued their efforts to make records more available.  Deeds from 1836 
and Mortgages from 1977 are now available electronically to create better public access and returned over $600,000 
back to the General Fund.  Sheriff: Civil Division collected over $600,000, received over 8,000 warrants from the 
courts, with 5,200 warrant arrests, patrol Division received about 178,000 calls, with 50,000 patrol officer dispatches 
and 5,100 cases were submitted to the Detective Bureau for review.  Soil & Water:  Had almost 1500 participants in 
their education programs and gave 379 presentations in local schools to over 25,000 students.  Treasurer:  Increased 
access to eBilling, with over 640 parcels signed up, completed process to outsource the printing of tax bills, which 
saves at least $5,000 annually, conducted the tax sale with 321 properties and collected almost $1 million and also 
collected $3.3 million in back taxes prior to sale.  Veteran’s Services:  Held 2,800 personal interviews, processed over 
11,000 phone calls and expects to bring in close to $11 million for St. Joe County veterans.  Voter Registration:  
Processed over 28,000 applications, completed the redistricting and reprecincting process due to the latest census and 
secured 159 polling places, with over 1,500 poll workers.  Weights & Measures:  Ken Hintz replaced Duck 
Grontkowski after 11 years and tested over 10,000 devices, maintaining a State approval rating of 96.88% . Some 
additional highlights include: Renegotiated the contract with Healthwin Hospital to bring in over $100,000 annually in 
new revenue, we were able to give our employees a pay increase, in consecutive years, for the first time in recent 
memory, we continued in our relationship with our Property and Liability insurance program that saves us over 
$65,000 annually, we partnered with Notre Dame, Clay Township, Indian Village, and a local Benefit Trust to 
construct a bike path on Juniper Rd that will be completed this spring to increase non-vehicular connectivity in the 
area and created the most transparent and detailed budget in the County’s history.  We partnered with the Airport 
Authority to include them in the County’s health insurance program.  A great example of how governmental entities 
can work together to save the taxpayer dollars, maybe most significantly - we were able to flat-line our budgeted 
medical expenses for the first time in over a decade – which is practically unheard of in this climate of exploding 
medical costs, the County received a Fitch Rating of AA- on our General Obligation Bonds – and I quote: “The rating 
reflects the County’s sound overall financial operations, featuring active management to align revenues and 
expenditures in the face of legislation affecting property tax revenues, strong reserves, and conservative budgeting.  I 
think this last sentence does a fantastic job of summing up the tremendous work we’ve done over the last few years.  
One of the reasons we’ve been able to be so successful is that we have worked together.  Department Heads and 
Elected Officials have often put the needs of the County and its taxpayers, ahead of their own.  In this regard, we are 
very fortunate, because it simply is not the case in many parts of the State, and Country for that matter. 
While much of this is very impressive, we still have a great deal of work to do, with numerous challenges on the 
immediate horizon:  We need a plan in place to consolidate our dispatch centers by the end of 2013.  This is going to 
require tremendous cooperation between the County, South Bend, Mishawaka, and Clay Township in particular, to put 
aside our parochial differences and come together to do what’s best for our taxpayers. We have to address how voting 
is done in the County.  We need to verify if vote centers are the best way to proceed, and if they are, we need to have a 
plan in place to be ready for the 2014 primary election.  We must also find a way to purge the voter rolls and remove 
all inactive names.  Modernization in this area is critical both financially and to increase voter access.We need to 
finish the renovation of the old jail area into new court space to better accommodate our levels accessibility and 
judicial needs for decades to come.  We are in the process of getting an accurate cost for picking up leaves to see if it 
is economically feasible for the County to begin providing this service once again. Finally, we must make it easier to 
do business here in St. Joe County.  We need to create an economic friendly environment that not only brings in new 
businesses, but allows our existing partners to flourish and grow.  Local Government’s role should be one of paving 
the way – not putting up road blocks.  We need make sure the policies in place are not overly burdensome and 
complicated.  I would also like to see more consistency between South Bend, Mishawaka, and the County.  
I will finish up with another lesson learned from Pittsburgh – and that the importance of collaboration.  We simply 
must work together if any meaningful change is going to take place.  This includes going not just beyond geographical 
or educational boundaries, but political ones as well. I look forward to when we look back on 2013 at next year’s 
address, we will be amazed at everything we accomplished.  Lady, Gentlemen, and Rafael – thank you for this 
opportunity to look both at our past, and more importantly, towards our future. 
 
 
 
 



First Readings:  
 
BILL NO. 20-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV,                       
LAND USAGE, CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST, JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS 
AMENDED, FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 50740 AND 50710 PRINCESS WAY, GRANGER, IN.  FROM M- 
 MANUFACTURING DISTRICT TO C- COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PETITIONER:  MERRILL REALTY LLC 
Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 21-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, 
CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 67150 MULBERRY ROAD, LAKEVILLE, IN FROM M-MANFACTURING 
DISTRICT TO A-AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT   PETITIONER:  CHRIS P. & FAITH ANN MOORE 
Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 22-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, 
CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED 21481 BRICK ROAD, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 46628 FROM R SINGLE  
FAMILY DISTRICT TO PUD PLANNING UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT PETITIONERS: SCOTT & ANN 
MARIE THOMAS  Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 23-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, 
CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED SOUTH OF 12850 STATE ROAD 23, GRANGER, INDIANA FROM “C”         
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO “C” COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PETITIONER:  SHEARER PROPERTIES, LLC 
C/O TOM SHEARER  Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 24-13:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL AMENDING TITLE XV: LAND 
USAGE; CHAPTER 151: BUILDING CODES BY ADDING SECTION 151.06 CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY  
AND RENUMBERING SECTIONS 151.06, 151.07, 151.08, 151.09 AND 151.10   DEPT. BUILDING 
DEPARTMENT Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 25-13:  A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL DECLARING A PORTION OF 
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA, PURSUANT TO IC. 6-1.1-12.1-1,  
ET SEQ. MICHIANA LANCO, INC.  Assigned to Budget and Administration  
 
BILL NO. 26-13:  A RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR AN ECONOMIC 
REVITALIZATION AREA HAVE BEEN MET AND CONFIRMING RESOLUTION NO. ________ OF THE ST. 
JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL DECLARING AN AREA OF THAT COUNTY TO BE AN ECONOMIC 
REVITALIZATION AREA  MICHIANA LANDCO, INC.  Assigned to Budget and Administration  
 
Public Hearing/Public Comment:   
 
TRANSFER BILL NO. 12-13 

 
FUND: 1000 GENERAL FUND 
DEPARTMENT: 0029 MAINTENANCE 
 
FROM:  22417 General Supplies  $605.95 
 
TO:   39750 Data Processing   $605.95 
 
    TOTAL FUND 1000 DEPT. 0029  $605.95 
 
Helen Wituski, secretary St. Joseph County maintenance, requesting this money to replace a computer tower. 
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 12-13 was made by Mr. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 12-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
FUND: 1000 GENERAL FUND 
DEPARTMENT: 0021 MAINTENANCE 
 
FROM:  22417 General Supplies   $538.00 
 
TO:        39750 Data Processing   $538.00 
     TOTAL FUND 1000 DEPT. 0021 $538.00 
 
Helen Wituski, Secretary St. Joseph County maintenance, requesting this money to purchase data software to transfer 
data from lap top to desk computers in the maintenance department.  
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 12-13 was made by Mr. Root and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 12-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FUND: 8116 
DEPARTMENT: 0018 PROSECUTOR 
 
FROM:  11673 Court Computer Operator II           $ 51,294.00 
   31070 Other Contractual Services            114,500.00 
 
           TOTAL:  $165,794.00 
 
TO:       31070  Other Contractual Services   $ 51,294.00 
  11317  Director                      55,500.00 
  11121  Advocate        59,000.00 
                 TOTAL: $165,794.00 
 
Bob Risenhoover, Prosecutors office, this request is a realignment of grant money to agree with the County budget.   
Mr. Noland:  OBW, what is that? 
Mr. Risenhoover:  Office for Violence Against Women.  It is out of Washington D.C., it’s a Federal Grant.  
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 12-13 was made by Mr. Hamann and seconded by Mrs. Hess.  Bill No. 12-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
FUND: 1000 GENERAL FUND 
DEPARTMENT: 0018 PROSECUTOR  
 
FROM:   39750 Data Processing   $4,400.00 
 
TO:     44250 Office Machines   $4,400.00 
 
            TOTAL:  $4,400.00 
 
Bob Risenhoover, Prosecutors office, requesting this money to buy a new copier.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 12-13 was made by Mrs. Hess and seconded by Mr. Hamann.  Bill No. 12-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS: Bill No. 11-13    
                                                                                                                        
FUND: 1000 GENERAL FUND 
 
Archives  
1000-11407-000-0010  Olive St. Warehouse Supervisor  $25,571.00 
1000-14800-000-0010  FICA Contribution                    1,956.18 
1000-14810-000-0010  P.E.R.F.        2,045.00 
1000-14840-000-0010  Group Insurance      16,648.56 
 
    TOTAL FUND 1000 DEPT. 0010    $46,221.42    
  
Vicki Rydzynski, Archives, requesting this money for an Olive Street supervisor as you have heard we are moving our 
records over to Olive Street.  Also with this bill, it comes with a companion bill, a salary amendment.   
 
Mr. Noland:  Could you just give a little explanation of why you don’t have this person now?   
Ms. Rydzynski:  I guess the best reason to state this is, over the past ten years we have lost staff.  We are actually 
asking for another position that will really put us back to where we were ten years ago.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. Catanzarite.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
BILL NO. 19-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 110-12, THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR 
THE YEAR 2013 (Dept. 0010 Archives)   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  19-13 was made by Mr. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. McCahill.  Bill No. 19-13 was 
passed  to-wit; 9-0. 
 
FUND: 1181 PLAT BOOK FUND  
 
Auditors Office  
1181-21020-000-0002  Official Forms & Records   $2,500.00 
1181-21030-000-0002  Office Supplies      6,000.00 
1181-32020-000-0002  Travel        3,000.00 
1181-32350-000-0002  Postage        3,500.00 
1181-36300-000-0002  Repair Office Equipment      1,100.00 
1181-11609-000-0002  Plat Room Supervisor    15,600.00 
1181-11950-000-0002  Part Time                    5,000.00 
 
    TOTAL FUND 1181 DEPT. 0002 $36,700.00 
 
 



Teresa Shuter, Chief Deputy Auditor, this is an annual appropriation, we use Platt Room fees to help subsidize the 
Auditors budget.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. McCahill.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
FUND: 7312 C.E.D.I.T FUND 
 
Highway Department  
7312-22010-000-0064  Gas, Oil & Lubricants         $1,000,000.00 
 
            TOTAL FUND 7312 DEPT. 0064 $1,000,000.00 
 
Roger Mathia, Highway Commissioner, asking this money be moved into our Gas, Oil and Lubricants account.  This 
would be used to finance our fuel purchase for the County.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mrs. Hess.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  to-
wit; 9-0. 
 
FUND: 9111 HEALTH TRUST FUND 
 
Health Department 
9111-11157-000-0055  Epidemiologist/EmerPre Super $37,312.00 
9111-11718-000-0055  Soc Se Cont & Grant Fringe      2,855.00 
9111-11728-000-0055  Retirement Cont Health      2,706.00 
9111-11738-000-0055  Group Insurance      19,343.00 
9111-22118-000-0055  Office Supplies        1,500.00 
9111-33118-000-0055  Immunization Supplies     18,440.00 
9111-33238-000-0055  Travel Expenses        3,200.00 
9111-33368-000-0055  Public Info & Education       9,975.00 
9111-39750-000-0055  Data Processing           300.00 
 
      TOTAL FUND 9111 DEPT. 0055  $95,631.00 
 
Nick Molchan, Administrator of Health Department, this is an appropriation for our Health Trust Account, which is 
money we received from the State Department of Health.  We use this to supplement programs and services that our 
department provides.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mr. Hamann and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
FUND: 9101 HEALTH LOCAL HLTH SERVICES GRANT 
Health Department  
9101-11193-000-0055  Health Educator    $40,009.00 
9101-11718-000-0055  Soc Se Cont & Grant Fringe                2,829.00 
9101-11728-000-0055  Retirement Cont Health       3,983.00 
9101-11738-000-0055  Group Insurance      12,938.00 
9101-22408-000-0055  Public Information Material   10,375.00 
9101-32208-000-0055  Telephone & Beepers            93.00 
9101-33238-000-0055  Travel Expense       2,445.00 
 
       TOTAL FUND 9101 DEPT. 0055 $72,672.00 
 
Nick Molchan, Health Administrator, these funds we receive from the State Department of Health and we utilize this 
for staff and programming in our health education division.  Besides staff and programming, we have outreach 
material for presentations, health fairs and community events.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mrs. Hess and seconded by Mr. Hamann.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  to-
wit; 9-0. 
 
FUND: 8113 HEALTH BIOTERRORISM GRANT  
 
Health Department  
8113-32208-000-0055  Telephone & Beepers    $1,000.00 
8113-33238-000-0055  Travel Expense      2,500.00 
8113-33368-000-0055  Public Info & Education   14,588.00 
 
             TOTAL FUND 8113 DEPT. 0055   $18,088.00 
 
Nick Molchan, Health Administrator,  these are funds we receive from the Indiana State Department of Health to help 
local health departments meet their emergency preparedness and planning requirements.   
Mr. McCahill:  Do we actually still use beepers in St. Joe County? 
Mr. Molchan:  We do have a beeper, it’s our emergency beeper.   
 
 Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mr. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
 
 
 



FUND: 4900 DRCB FEE FUND 
 
Domestic Relations  
4900-32020-000-0054  Travel     $3,000.00 
4900-32050-000-0054  Instruction & Training     4,000.00 
4900-39750-000-0054  Data Processing      5,000.00 
4900-44250-000-0054  Office Machines      1,500.00 
4900-45510-000-0054  Furniture & Fixtures      1,500.00 
 
    TOTAL FUND 4900 DEPT. 0054 $15,000.00 
 
Beth Kerns, Director of Domestic Relations, we are requesting to appropriate this money in our DRCB fund to use for 
travel, instruction, data processing, office machines and furniture.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mrs. Hess.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  to-
wit; 9-0. 
 
FUND:  8118 2011 HOMELAND GRANT 
 
Emergency Management 
8118-44438-000-0009  Special Equipment       $3,000.00 
 
    TOTAL FUND 8118 DEPT. 0009    $3,000.00 
 
Bill Zimmerman, Emergency Management Agency, this request is for equipment, it’s a grant we received from the 
Department of Homeland Security.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  11-13 was made by Mr. McCahill and seconded by Mr. Herbster.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
BILL NO. 16-13:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 110-12, THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR 
THE YEAR 2013 (Dept. 0024 Adult Probation) 
 
Jesse Carlton, Chief Probation Officer, this request is due to changes in staff appointment and the requirement we 
maintain compliance with the 2013 minimum salary schedule for probation officers.  The appropriation for this line 
item will change but this will be covered due to a transfer from other salaries.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No.  16-13 was made by Mr. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 11-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
BILL NO. 17-13:      A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL DECLARING A PORTION OF 
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA, PURSUANT TO IC.6-1.1-12.1-1, ET SEQ. 
ON THE PETITION OF DIVERSIFIED REAL ESTATE, LLC FOR THE BENEFIT OF MS SOUTH BEND, LLC  
DECLARATORY RESOLUTION  
 
Mr. Root reported that Bill No. 17-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Peter J, Augistino, Attorney, this is the front end of the Abatement request for this property, which is the old North 
Village Mall property.  I think I explained at the committee meeting the request for the three year one hundred percent 
Abatement, and I think we had a discussion of the new statute which allows for that Abatement for that property.  The 
four factors that we looked at as a fourth in the statute, with a total amount of tax payer investment which is going to 
be around eleven million, number of full time equivalent jobs, which are going to be a hundred or so, average wage I 
think is going to be in the thirty three thousand dollar range and no infrastructure requirements, so I think we satisfy all 
four conditions for the Abatement request and I know the representatives of the developer are here as well to answer 
any questions.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 17-13 was made by Mr. McCahill and seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  Bill No. 17-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
BILL NO. 4-13:    AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV,                                                                    
LAND USAGE, CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS 
AMENDED FOR PROPERTY LOCATED  AT 52565 S.R. 933, SOUTH BEND, IN 46637 FROM 
PUDDISTRICT (MULTI-USE), TO PUD PLANNING UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (SINGLE USE) 
PETITIONER:  MS SOUTH BEND, LLC 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 4-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Christa Nayder, Area Plan, this is the former North Village Mall site.  In 2011 it was rezoned to PUD to allow a senior 
housing facility.  The petitioner would now like to change from the PUD from 2011, which was multi use to a single 
use PUD to allow a skilled nursing and assisted living facility that would have a maximum of one hundred units.   
 
Mr. Noland:  There is a mention in the letter from Area Plan about to note, that this has been changed, amended from 
the original.  What was the difference? 
Ms. Nayder:  We changed our paperwork to include a section that ties the ordinance back to the site plan since this, 
and this is true for the next one as well, since they are both PUD’s we wanted a line on the ordinance to say, hey, this 
is tied to a site plan, it’s not just an ordinance, so we just added that language to tie it back to site plan.   
 



Lori Schultz, Director of Development for Main Street Property Group, we gave a presentation at the committee 
meeting a couple weeks ago but also on Tuesday.  If you have any further questions on the site plan.   
Mr. Catanzarite:  Ms. Schultz, the property that is adjacent to yours, the auto parts store, and you all met the 
stipulations or are you agreeing to stipulations that they had asked for? 
Ms. Shultz:  As far as the easement?   
Mr. Catanzarite:  Yes. 
Ms. Shultz:  We have changed our landscaping plan, which is the one that has been presented to the county, as far as 
the easement area, we are actively drafting that document right now, I believe the property owner is aware of the 
location of that.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 4-13 was made by Mr. Hamann and seconded by Mr. Herbster.  Bill No. 4-13 was passed  to-
wit; 9-0. 
 
BILL NO. 176-12:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV,                                                                            
LAND USAGE, CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS 
AMENDED, FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 33771 CHICAGO TRAIL NEW CARLISLE, INDIANA  
46552 FROM “A” AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT, TO PUD – PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT   
PETITIONER:  LORI A. KIMMEL & VIRGINIA C. SZYMANSKI CREDIT TRUST 52510 TIMOTHY ROAD  
NEW CARLISLE, INDIANA 46552 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 176-12 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Christa Nayder, Area Plan, this is a rezoning to the PUD allow the existing agricultural and single family residence to 
be maintained and to also add an events center and banquet facility to the site.   The Plan Commission had some 
concerns about the original site plan, and since then, they have submitted a new site plan that addressed those 
concerns.  One was the lay out of the parking spaces, again from being long going all the way up and down and now 
they are in a double row, the second was some additional landscaping.  The only concern from the commission was the 
paving of the drive.  It came from the Plan Commission without a recommendation, there were not enough votes to go 
either way, so it came without a recommendation.   
Mr. Herbster:  As written right now, is there no commitment that they would have to pave the drive way?   
Ms. Nayder:  Right, there is no commitment like that or in their site plan or on any of their documents to indicate that.   
 
Greg Keil, Keil Architecture and Planning, I am here representing Lori Kimmel, I do have a revised site plan that 
picks up a couple of minor changes from the plan that was passed out at the zoning and land use committee, if I could 
present those.  As Ms. Nayder mentioned, the original petition did have a few things that have been amended, the bed 
and breakfast, after discussion from Area Plan and our client, that was eliminated from the petition as PUD 
component.  As noted in the committee meeting for not paving, this is also agricultural use throughout the year as well 
and with the equipment used back and forth along the drive and the issue of maintenance and the aesthetic of the rural 
atmosphere for event center and retention for agricultural use, we felt that was still compatible with the surrounding 
area and the function.  There will be lighting of the parking lot.   
 
Lori Kimmel, 52510 Timothy Road, New Carlisle and petitioner, I appreciate the time the land use as well as the 
council has given me to give consideration for this project.  Are there any questions from the council?   
 
Mr. Noland:  You mentioned the light out in the street and I see that you changed to the crushed lime stone, those are 
the two things that we mentioned to the council, I appreciate you taking that into consideration. 
 
Ms. Kimmell:  Yes, and I appreciate Mr. Catanzarite’s comments because I actually didn’t even give consideration for 
that, so thank you as well.  
 
Amy Schrock, 33522 Chicago Trail, New Carlisle, I just want to affirm this project and Lori Kimmel, and maintaining 
the integrity around it.  I think it’s very important in this day and age to encourage small business and new business 
into the community.   
 
Dan Shinaker, 54933 Timothy Road, New Carlisle, the citizens of New Carlisle have been very blessed over the past 
few years with the opening of several new dining facilities in our community.  This venue will bring customers to New 
Carlisle for weddings and special events.   
 
Don Davis, 32932 Chicago Trail, New Carlisle, I think this is going to be a welcome addition to the community.  
 
Mr. Herbster:  I just want commend Lori and her husband and her father for reaching out to me early, I was glad to 
have the invite to see the project first hand, I though it was a very good project early on and thank you to everyone 
who reached out to me and encouraged me, provided their feed back on this project.   
  
Motion to pass Bill No. 176-12 was made by Mr. Herbster and seconded by Mr. McCahill.  Bill No. 4-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0 
BILL NO. 13-13:  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PETITION FOR SPECIAL USE            
FILED BY ELIZABETH J. MOSER WEISS FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 51024 N. TIMOTHY RD. NEW 
CARLISLE, IN 46552 THE SAME BEING PETITION NO. 02-06-13-11 FILED WITH THE AREA BOARD OF 
ZONING APPEALS 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 13-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Mark Lyons, Building Department, this is a special exception request to allow a home based business.  The request is 
to add an additional building to the site, for a catering business.  It comes to you with favorable recommendation.  
 
Beth Moser Weiss, 51024 N. Timothy Road, New Carlisle, I am looking for an approval to put a catering kitchen on 
my property.    
 



Motion to pass Bill No. 13-13 was made by Mr. Herbster and seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  Bill No. 13-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0 
 
BILL NO. 14-13:    AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PETITION FOR SPECIAL USE             
FILED BY WILLIS STREET LLC FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 54550, 54570, 54606 WILLIS STREET, 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 46637 THE SAME BEING PETITION NO. 02-06-13-13 FILED WITH THE AREA 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 14-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Mark Lyons, Building Department, this is a special exception request to allow a group residence.  It comes to you with 
a favorable recommendation subject to two written commitments, the first being that they be limited to one occupant 
per the bedroom.  Currently some of the structures have three and some have five bedrooms, the board feels they 
should be limited to one per bedroom until the proper permits are pulled, egress windows installed and the buildings 
brought up to code to handle the five bedrooms.  In addition to that they are recommending point eight parking spaces 
per occupancies, this would require them a maximum of four spaces should they go up to the full five occupancies that 
will be permitted.  Should the petitioner fail to submit those written commitments to the Council the recommendation 
would be unfavorable.   
 
Steven Studer, Attorney, as the Building Department noted to you that we are asking for four homes to be special 
groups, with up to five people per home.  Right now some of these are limited until we bring them up to code.  We 
have signed and executed commitments consistent with the request of the BZA, those will be filed tomorrow pending 
approval.  We also have a written agreement with the health department that was also condition with the BZA.  I think 
we mentioned at the committee meetings and prior to the BZA that these four homes, they do not object to this 
petition.  These homes are surrounded by Rexford, Irish Crossings, Clover Ridge Apartments and now the new Irish 
Flats so they are kind of isolated as single family homes.   
 
Mr. Noland:  Can you give me the highlights or the short version of the health department commitment? 
 
Mr. Studer:  Sure, it essentially provides that the health department agrees with our having up to no more than five 
people per home, we have to get an operating permit within thirty days, assessing septic system on properties.   
    
Motion to pass Bill No. 14-13 was made by Mr. Noland with the three commitments mentioned and seconded by Mr. 
O’Brien.  Bill No. 14-13 was passed  to-wit; 9-0 
 
BILL NO. 15-13:  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PETITION FOR SPECIAL USE BY WILLIS STREET 
LLC FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 54650 WILLIS STREET, SOUTH BEND, IN 46637 THE SAME 
BEING PETITION NO. 02-06-13-12 FILED WITH THE AREA BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 15-13 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Mark Lyons, Building Department, this is the fourth property, comes to you with favorable recommendation with the 
subject the two written commitments we just discussed.   
 
Steven Studer, Attorney, this is the fourth home, the written commitments we have executed in agreement with the 
Health Department cover all four properties, this is the fourth of the properties.   
  
Motion to pass Bill No. 15-13 was made by Mr. Hamann and seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  Bill No. 15-13 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0 
 
Unfinished Business:  
New Business: 
Privilege of the floor:    
 
Adjournment:  Mr. Morton stated that the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
 
 
                                                                                                    ______________________________ 
Auditor, St. Joseph County    President, St. Joseph County Council















 


