
MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING   

OF THE 
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL 

May 13, 2014 
 

The regular  meeting of the St. Joseph County Council was called to order at 6:05 p.m., on May 13, 2014, by the 
President, Rafael Morton, in the Council Chambers, fourth floor, County-City Building, South Bend, Indiana. 
   
Members in attendance were: 
      
   Mr. Michael J. Hamann 
  Mr. Corey D. Noland 
  Mr. James O’Brien 
  Mrs. Diana Hess 
  Mr. Rafael Morton 
  Mr. Daniel G. Herbster     
  Mr. Mark A. Catanzarite  
  Mr. McCahill     
  Mr. Mark Root  
     
Present from the Auditor’s office were Ms. Teresa Shuter, Chief Deputy Auditor.  
Council staff present was Mr. Michael A. Trippel, Attorney and Ms. Jennifer Prawat, Executive Secretary. 
 
Petitions, Communications & Miscellaneous Matters:  
 
Mr. O’Brien moved to reappoint Rafael Morton and John Ferrettie to the Early Intervention Plan Advisory Board and 
also to appoint Mark Root to the MACOG Policy Board.  The motion was passed by a voice vote; 9-0.  No negatives 
were heard.   
 
Mr. Noland moved and was seconded by Mrs. Hess to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2014 meeting.  The motion 
was passed by a voice vote; 9-0.  No negatives were heard.     
  
No report from the County Auditor. 
 
Report from the Board of Commissioners:   
 
No report from any Special Committees.      
 
First Readings:   
 
BILL NO. 17-14:  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PETITION FOR SPECIAL USE  
FILED BY MARK & MICHELE KLOTA FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 19447 KERN ROAD, SOUTH 
BEND, INDIANA 46614 THE SAME BEING PETITION NO. 05-07-14-09 FILED WITH THE     
AREA BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 20-14:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO.146-11, ADOPTING DOMESTIC RELATIONS COUNSELING BUREAU FEE SCALE POLICIES AND  
PROCEDURES DEPT. 0054 DOMESTIC RELATIONS Assigned the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee 
 
 
BILL NO. 22-14:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, 
CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 15316 STATE ROAD 23, GRANGER, IN FROM R SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT, TO 
OB OFFICE BUFFER DISTRICT PETITIONER:  LARRY M & CHRISTINE A COLE 
Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
 
 
 



BILL NO. 23-14:  AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY OR PUBLIC PLACE,  
LOCATED WHOLLY WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED PORTION OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY TO WIT; LOT 
1267 BIRCHWOOD FARM, LOT 2211 & 2212 LAWN DALE ACRES PETITIONER:  MATTHEW BREDEN 
Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 25-14: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV,  
LAND USAGE, CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST.  JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS 
MENDED, FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 14133,14151, 14159 AND 14165 DRAGOON TRAIL: BEING THE  
NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE INTERSECTION OF DRAGOON   TRAIL AND STATE ROAD 331 FROM R-
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, TO C-COMMERCIAL DISTRICT  PETITIONER:  MICHAEL R. AND JANICE G. 
COFFMAN Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
BILL NO. 26-14:  AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY OR PUBLIC PLACED  
LOCATED WHOLLY WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED PORTION OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, TO-WIT; 
THAT SOUTHERNMOST ONE HUNDRED SIXTY (160) FEET OF THAT FORTY (40) FOOT WIDE 
NORTH/SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY KNOWN AS PALMER STREET, LOCATED BETWEEN LOT 16 AND LOT 
19 IN WOODLAND HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION AS PER PLAT THEREOF RECORDED AUGUST 8, 1917  
IN PLAT BOOK 10, PAGE 55 IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, INDIANA, 
AND BETWEEN LOT 17 AND LOT 18 (AND THE VACATED ALLEYWAY ADJACENT TO THE SOUTH  
SIDE OF LOT 18) OF SUCH WOODLAND HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, ALL OF WHICH IS UNIMPROVED; 
SUBJECT TO ANY UTILITY EASEMENTS  PETITIONER:  UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME DU LAC 
COFFMAN Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
 
BILL NO. 27-14:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, 
CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR 
PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 54700 BLOCK OF BURDETTE STREET, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 46637 FROM 
R SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT TO PUD PLANED UNIT DEVELOPMENT OF NOTRE DAME DU LAC 
Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
Resolution: 
  
BILL NO. 24-14:  A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL  
APPROVING THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY CAPITAL PROJECTS PLAN FOR 2015-2017 
 
Mr. Napoli:  You should have the plan in front of you, it’s the same plan we show every year.  But I would draw your 
attention to page seven where the essence of the plan is.  It includes the sources of the fund for the plan.  And the 
source is over a three year period.  By state statute it must be a three year plan on capital projects plan.  The pros uses 
of the funds are state in paragraph five and what we have been trying to do for the past three or four years is save 
money for the future expansion of the main library.  This would decrease the need for property taxes, I am not saying 
we are not going to raise property taxes but it will decrease the need if we can save money ahead of time and that’s 
what we are trying to do.  We are trying to save about twelve million dollars over a ten year period from this particular 
source and from our library improvement reserve fund.  Do you have any questions about the plan?   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 24-14was made by Mr. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 24-14 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
Salary Amendments: 
 
BILL NO. 19-14:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 58-13, THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR 
THE YEAR 2014 DEPT. 0002 AUDITOR 
 
Mr. Root reported that Bill No. 19-14 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Mr. Morton:  With that said, normally our County Auditor would handle this bill but Mr. Mullen is attending a State 
Auditor’s conference and because of his roll as the vice president it was imperative that he be there this evening so he 
asked me to present this bill.  I am going to read a letter that he presented to this council in reference to this bill.  
Management gurus have debated and will debate which is most important for a salary increase.  The job and its 
content or the person and his or hers knowledge and abilities.  In this case before you tonight, both the job and the 



person are equally important.  First the Chief Deputy Auditor is a professional position for Chief Financial Officer or 
CFO for the county.  Over one hundred million dollars must be professionally managed and accounted within County 
government.  It cannot be underestimated the position demands excellence and demands professionalism.  Secondly, 
with Teresa Shuter we have both.  We are fortunate to have her expertise and knowledge to manage the one hundred 
million dollar St. Joseph County budget.  In additionally we distribute almost seventy million dollars to other units of 
government within the county.  With the Auditor’s office being the heart of the County’s fiscal management, Teresa’s 
knowledge, ability, leadership and demeanor to work with department heads, other units of government and elected 
officials has proven invaluable to the County’s fiscal stability.  There are very few functions within the County that do 
not have a fiscal impact, further, as the State is asking more and more from the Auditor’s office, responsibility 
becomes greater.  This is particularly true as we are required to locally fund more legislation with less additional 
funding.  Streamlining, consolidation and efficiency are the foundation.  Just within the last few years, Teresa has 
monitored grants, mentored department heads and financial administrators in the state, imposed Gateway system, 
streamlined and implemented the Council agenda for committee agenda and public hearings.  We are anticipating 
future supervision of the purchasing department and handling directly, all in line transfer, further she will be 
monitoring the new ineligible deduction fund and will be assisting in establishing financial procedures for the new 
county wide dispatch center.  Even with this increase, Allen, Hamilton, Lake and Marion County’s, based on 2013 
salaries will have significantly higher salaries for this position with Hamilton County at eighty four thousand, five 
hundred dollars and again even with this increase this salary would have twenty positions in St. Joseph County that are 
higher, even with the approval with this increase the salary will be less than the budget director of the South Bend 
School Corporation, Financial Director of the St. Joseph Public Library, the Director of Finance and Administration 
for our Air Port and both the controller and deputy controller of the City of South Bend.  That is from our County 
Auditor.  Any questions from questions from Council based upon that presentation that was from Mr. Mullen.   
 
Barry Bumbaugh 12032 Timberline Trace Granger, Indiana:  This sounds an awful lot to me like you opened a can of 
worms and now you’re having to deal with it.  We are talking about giving this person a raise; there is one point three 
million dollars that came in because of duplicate people getting deductions they aren’t supposed to get.  She is going 
to managing it sounds like the fund of this one point three million dollars and I would ask if they are doing such a 
good job why did we have those duplicate deductions from the homestead credit.  Who didn’t catch the fact that 
people were duplicating those?  So, I hear a good job but I want to see proof, who was responsible, was it her or who 
for catching the fact that we had duplicates that now the state gives back to the Auditor to spend their own.  They are 
going to get a raise taken out of that fund.  Thank you.   
 
Mr. O’Brien:  Actually, in response, Barry, that is where the raise is coming from, the ten thousand dollars is coming 
out of that.   
 
Barry Bumbaugh:  That’s a good thing, but again you are opening up a can of worms, anytime you open a budget up, 
like we are going to see coming up, with the Prosecutors office, then everybody wants it.  A budget is a budget, stick 
to the budget.    
 
Mr. Morton:  Thank you sir.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 19-14was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. McCahill.  Bill No. 19-14 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
Public Hearing/Public Comment:     
 
BILL NO. 18-14:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING MONEYS FOR THE PURPOSE 
HEREIN SPECIFIED FOR THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS HEREIN LISTED OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT  
 
TRANSFERS:   
 
A. Circuit Court Clerk 
     General Fund 
 
     FROM:  1000-33100-000-0001 Printing                                $ 280.00 
     TO:        1000-32200-000-0001  Telephone                      280.00 
 
                   TOTAL:  $ 280.00 
 



B.  Auditor’s Office 
     Ineligible Deduction Fund  
 
     FROM:  1300-65030-000-0002 Inter Fund Transfer                           $ 10,000.00 
     TO:        1000-05205-000-0002 Inter Fund Transfer                               10,000.00 
 
                TOTAL:  $ 10,000.00 
 
C.  Prosecutor’s Office  
     FJC Arrest Grant  
 
     FROM:  8116-14840-000-0018 Group Insurance                                              $ 5,100.00 
     TO:        8116-32020-000-0018 Travel                       5,100.00 
 
                   TOTAL:  $ 5,100.00 
 
APPROPRIATIONS: 
 
D.  Juvenile Electronic Monitoring 
     Community Base Correction 
 
     9114-11967-014-0797 Day Rptg. Case Worker                                             $ 2,100.00 
     9114-11217-014-0797 Home Det. Case Manager                                                1,300.00 
     9114-11950-014-0797 Part Time                                    2,600.00 
     9114-22417-014-0797 General Supplies                                                 7,000.00 
     9114-36015-014-0797 Contractual Services                                   4,000.00 
 
                               TOTAL:  $ 17,000.00 
 
E.  Board of Commissioners 
     Cum Capital Development  
 
      1138-45010-000-0002 Autos                                 $ 50,000.00 
      1138-44311-000-0002 Emergency Equipment                                                 70,000.00 
 
                                TOTAL:  $ 70,000.00 
 
F.  Domestic Relations  
     DRCB Fees 
 
     4900-21030-000-0054 Office Supplies                                                 $ 500.00 
     4900-32020-000-0054 Travel                                       2,000.00 
     4900-32050-000-0054 Instruction & Training                                                 2,000.00 
     4900-39750-000-0054 Data Processing                                                  2,000.00 
     4900-44250-000-0054 Office Machines                                                  1,000.00 
     4900-45510-000-0054 Furniture & Fixtures                                                 1,000.00 
 
                                 TOTAL:  $ 8,500.00 
 
 
Mr. O’Brien:  Is there a typo on letter E.   
 
Ms. Shuter:  Yes, I have corrected it on the ordinance that you are going to sign.   
 
Mr. Morton:  Thank you Mr. O’Brien.  
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 18-14was made by Mr. Hamann and seconded by Mrs. Hess.  Bill No. 18-14 was passed  
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
 



Public Hearing/Miscellaneous Matters: 
 
 
 
Public Hearing/Land Use Planning: 
 
BILL NO. 15-14:  AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY OF PUBLIC PLACE, LOCATED WHOLLY 
WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED PORTION OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, TO WIT; A PORTION OF A 40               
 FOOT WIDE PLATTED PUBLIC STREET NAMED “EAST SANDY HILL LANE AND CHRISTIAN DRIVE 
ADJACENT TO LOTS #43,44 AND 49 OF THE PLAT OF “WHIPPOORWILL VALLEY SOUTH SECTION ONE” 
PETITIONERS:  JOY M. LANKFORD FOR LEGACY PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT, ROBERT & CAROL 
MAGOR, ROBERT &  DEBRA URBANSKI AND IM SOON & SOOJINN SONG  
Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 15-14 comes with a favorable recommendation. 
 
Christa Hill, Area Plan Commission:  The staff has reviewed this petition relative to the Indiana Code 36-7-3-13, it is 
the staff’s opinion that this vacation would hinder the growth or orderly development of the unit or neighborhood in 
which it is located or to which it is contiguous.  Sandy Hill Drive was planned to be an integral part of the over all 
circulation system for the neighborhoods providing a link from Auten Road to the developments of Whippoorwill 
Valley, Northwood Hills and Forest Glen Estates.  The vacation would make access to the lands of the agreed person 
by public way difficult or inconvenient.  Lot numbers forty six, forty seven and forty eight would no longer …. on a 
dedicated right of way.  A building permit could not be issued until Sandy Hill Drive is either rededicated in whole or 
in part.  The vacation would not hinder the public’s access to a church, school or other public building or place 
because the street does not access a church, school or other public building or place.  The vacation would hinder the 
use of the public way by the neighborhood by which is located or to which it is contiguous.  This portion of Sandy Hill 
Lane is designed to connect Sandy Hill Estates to Whippoorwill Valley providing alternative access for Northwood 
Hills and Sandy Brook Estates and once built providing more efficient routs for sanitation, postal service trucks and 
school busses.  Due to the above stated reasons the staff recommends that the proposed street vacation be denied.  I 
also have a letter from County Engineer Jessica Clark.  I don’t know if I should read that as well or if that’s already 
been taken to the record.   
 
Mr. Morton:  We did receive that letter, that was the letter that was submitted yester day or this morning.  
 
Christa Hill:  Yes, you were all copied on it.   
 
Mr. Morton:  Everyone has seen that letter, correct?  Ok, thank you.  
 
Mike Danch, Danch, Harner and Associates, 1643 Commerce Drive, South Bend:  What we are requesting from 
Council and what we had at the land use committee meeting is a vacation of that public street.  It is presently an 
unimproved right of way.  It’s about nine hundred twenty lineal feet as we had told Council it had been approved 
about thirteen years ago so it has been a paper street for thirteen years.  Nothing has happened at that particular 
location.  The residents in Whippoorwill Valley, several are here this evening to speak to Council have a very major 
concern if this street were to go through.  What it would create from Whippoorwill Valley to those adjacent 
subdivisions to the west would be a through rout which is against what the subdivision code actually requires for 
subdivisions.  One of the main things the subdivision code says is not to create a throughway or a way that would 
increase or speed up traffic through any subdivision and in this particular case that would happen if Whippoorwill 
Valley that drive were able to go in.  All the cars from the west would funnel straight through this particular 
subdivision and down to Auten Road.  As I had mentioned to Council at the meeting, Whippoorwill Valley is a very 
unique place.  Just in the first two hundred feet you have fifty foot of elevation difference.  It wraps around and the 
connection point that is being discussed, there is a huge drop where drainage area is located, the road would actually 
drop forty eight feet to a low spot, come back up forty eight feet before it got to Sandy Hill Drive.  At the very low 
spot where the curve is on this road where we are asking this road we are asking to be vacated, it drops off an 
additional twenty feet down where there are a retention basin for the subdivision.  So we see that as a major hazard to 
have a public road placed at that location.  What we have spoken to Council about is when Sandy Brook was done 
previously, which is the subdivision to the west that created the stub street into Whippoorwill Valley there was no real 
concern for where that stub street came into this subdivision.  If someone would have taken a look at it, they would 
have seen the elevation difference and would have desired a different location.  What we have committed to Council 
for this street vacation, if it is approved, is one, we would go ahead and at the very south end of our subdivision we 
would build a street which is called Sandy Brook Drive going to the west which will provide another access point 



through Whippoorwill Valley and to the subdivisions to the west which meets the subdivision codes.  One of the other 
concerns was that there wasn’t a top coat on the streets within Whippoorwill Valley subdivision, that would be taken 
care of as well, the location where the one …… comes in from Sandy Brook that we are asking to be vacated instead 
of having a dead end street there we are committed to putting a cul de sac there that would allow either fire trucks to 
come in if there were a ground fire or some other type of situation that was a safety concern we will put that cul de sac 
in, we will commit to that and what we are asking Council to do is to approve that street vacation.  We were given the 
report from County Engineer this afternoon so that we could take a look at it, there are several items that Jessica Clark 
wanted us to address which can be done through the ordinance that we are asking Council to approve and we will be 
taking care of that, what we would ask is if Council would allow the residents that showed up this evening to at least 
speak so the Council members know the concerns that the residents have for Whippoorwill Valley and then I can get 
back up for rebuttal then I can address some of those issues.   
 
Mr. Morton:  Is that ok with everyone up here?  Ok, thank you.  Before we proceed at this time are there any questions 
for Mr. Danch from Council? 
 
Council did not have questions for Mr. Danch.  
 
Robert Urbanski, 21533 Golden Maple Court, the subject right of way is in my back yard.  A couple of points, this 
subdivision has kind of stalled with the bad economy, there has not been a lot of home building being done, the 
owners have got a lot of lots to build on, the few lots that are on this proposed road are practically un build able.  You 
heard the ground falling off twenty feet, the whole south side of the road would be that, the north side is very rough 
terrain, huge amounts of fill would have be brought in to make build able lots so it’s not practical to spend the quarter 
of a million dollars to build the street and then not be able to recover any of that for the owner.  If you are familiar 
with Angela Hill in South Bend, that’s what we would be creating, except Angela Hill straightens out at the bottom, 
this would keep turning, on both sides it would drop off.  It would be a hazard.  I don’t know how snow plow trucks 
could go through it, I have heard about fire safety, I sure wouldn’t want a loaded tanker truck with our firemen on it 
trying to negotiate that even in the wet pavement let alone on snow or ice or slick pavement.  It would be a hazard.  
We’ve heard some concerns about ambulances, shorter rout, just today at twelve thirty five I was on the intersection of 
Portage and Auten which is near here, a fire truck came and turned down Auten Road to go to the east and a minute 
later there was a fire ambulance coming from the South Bend station you people do an agreement with that’s located 
on Cleveland and Bendix Drive, if ambulances are coming up Portage, it is not closer to get to these northern and 
western subdivisions, it would continue up Portage to those subdivisions, not head east, turn through here and go 
through this roller coaster curve that would have to be built, so I don’t think it’s a fire/safety issue.  Lastly, I have four 
grandchildren that also live in the neighborhood, they ride scooters, ride their bikes, they are told to watch for traffic, 
but if this became a short cut for people heading out of Michigan on Portage it would be come a very dangerous place 
for those kids.  My wife and I ask that this be vacated and no road be built there.  Beside that, the subdivision there is 
amount of money I understand in a bond and our subdivision according to your ordinance is supposed to be paved in 
three or four years, it’s thirteen years and the base course is falling apart, if something is not done with that, would that 
bond money that’s there there’s going to be a lot of roads and somebody’s going to be responsible to fix instead of the 
person who should have done it, completing that work.  Thank you for your time.   
 
Robert Magor, my wife and I purchased one of the first lots in Whippoorwill Valley, lot number forty four and behind 
our lot is this proposed road.  We knew about that and proceeded anyway, built a home and moved in in two thousand 
and two.  In the twelve years we have lived there’s been virtually no activity in developing the road which is nine 
hundred twenty feet, it’s like three football fields end to end plus twenty feet.  We have grown accustomed to peace 
and quite and tranquility.  Nothing happening back there, no trucks, no cars, no fire engines, nothing.  Each year that 
goes by we think more and more about that being open to traffic and how different that would be.  That’s selfish I 
supposed, but that’s life.  We are concerned also about safety, we have kids in the neighborhood, we have people that 
ride the bicycles, we have a lot of people that walk their dogs and walk the streets because there is not much traffic.  
There has been a concern expressed about fire safety and so on the last two days I’ve driven to the fire house on 
Portage to my home and its one point two miles.  My house is the first home in front of this proposed roadway.  If you 
add the nine hundred and twenty feet, you’re close to what the distance would be from the fire house to the entrance to 
the north Whippoorwill Valley.  If a fire truck goes down Portage and turns into either Silver Springs or Sandy Hill 
and gets to the entrance to Whippoorwill North it’s about the same distance as it would be if that road would be 
completed.  We’d be happy if the road were not built.   
 
Joy Lankford, 21401 Kroft Drive, developer of Whippoorwill Valley, I am here to help these people and bring a few 
other points.  I would like to finish the roads, they are crumbling, they are damaged, I’d like to get the top coat on.  I 
would also like to make the subdivision more marketable.  There are fifty lots remaining.  I have spoken to builders 
who are interested in helping, they want to build spec homes.  I’ve spoken with other developers who may purchase 



part of the subdivision or maybe all and young families who have kids and love Whippoorwill and want to put their 
dream home there and they all independently voice the same thing, call me when the road has stopped.  So I just want 
to talk about the growth part of the subdivision.  Thank you.   
 
Greg Barth, 21699 Johnston Court, as stated before, my concern besides the peace and quiet is the traffic coming up 
the hill not necessarily the road they want to close but the main entrance to the subdivision.  It’s quite steep, in the 
winter a lot of people can’t make it up the hill so they even park at the bottom of the hill.  This is people living in 
adjoining subdivisions.  If that traffic was to be increased by opening that to the north, there is just going to be a lot of 
danger in that hill coming down and going up.   
 
Jeff Haas, 21732 Joy Court, I really don’t have much new information to add, I will say my wife and I ride a tandem 
bike a lot and I will say that the hill going up into the subdivision is quite steep and it’s always at the end of our ride.  
My concerns are rally to do with the increased traffic that would be going through the subdivision.  There are a lot of 
kids and people walking, it’s peaceful and we get people that come in from other subdivisions because I think they 
enjoy that it’s peaceful.  I think it would turn into a traffic mess.   
 
Soojinn Song,  I live by Robert Urbanski, my concern number one is safety problem.  Every time rain storm or snow 
storm, one section give away.  The only way the county can improve that is they build a wall, like the Great Wall of 
China.  Otherwise there is no way they can build a road there that is going to be tons of money, I bet, I hope the county 
spend that money better way to spend than put the new road on that.  Another problem, I see that drag racing at one 
o’clock in the morning, I see when I go out, like a big truck knocking down one of my gate, try and knock down drag 
racing.  What happen after build the road, it’s going to be a disaster waiting to happen.  Number one priority is safety.   
 
Dave Cherron, Clay Fire Marshall, Clay Fire began providing services to the various communities in German 
Township in two thousand and seven and at that time, we were made aware of a future improvement that was to be 
made that would link the streets of Sandy Brook and Sandy Hill to the community of Whippoorwill, so at that time we 
began looking at what difference that was going to make as far as a positive impact on our response time into those far 
reaching areas of the Sandy Hill and Sandy Brook areas.  Currently the reason we oppose this vacating this 
improvement all together is that currently, when our units from Auten Road respond to assist or take the place of our 
fire crews that normally work out of the Portage Road Station and there en route to the far reaching areas of Sandy 
Hill, the distance from the entrance of Whippoorwill and Auten to the far reaches of Sandy Hill were actually this 
would come out is two point one miles.  Now that may not sound like much to you but, the distance from that same 
location from the entrance of Whippoorwill at Auten comes to five tenths of a mile.  A great difference because in our 
service, miles equal minutes, minutes are seconds, and of course when we are looking at a medical emergency, it’s the 
difference between life and death and it may not seem like much now, but the folks who are sitting there waiting for 
help and want to know how quick someone can get there, it would also give us additional egress and ingress routes 
into the Whippoorwill area.  One of our recommendations has been that the roadway can be put through but put 
through as a fire lane with currently there is a gate at each end, if there is a gate at each that we have the access to then 
through traffic does not take place, it’s not a public right of way, it becomes a fire lane, we are the folks who have 
access and we can then utilize it for emergency response so we get our response times reduced to those areas, our 
ingress and egress increased and the safety of the community as far as being a thoroughfare goes away.  Thank you.     
 
Mike Danch, as I mentioned, what we had is, we had to review the last report from Jessica Clark that we were able to 
get this afternoon.  What I would tell Council is, what we would plan to do first off, I would ask Council if we could 
table this for one month so that I would have a chance to meet with Chief Cherron and see if we can come up with 
some kind of alternative solution to what his concern is for at least the through traffic.  The second thing I wanted to 
mention is, what I can do is the way the ordinance is written, we need to do some kind of commitments for Council 
that address some of the issues that Jessica Clark had brought up about drainage easements and those types of things 
and the only way I can do that is through the ordinance itself.   
 
Mr. Hamann:  The idea here, I wish we would have gotten this worked out a little bit earlier.  I hope we go forward 
with this with the attitude with trying to help this developer.  We are all about improving the economy and finding 
ways to make things happen around here, let’s hope that we can do that.   
 
Motion to table Bill No. 15-14was made by Mr. Hamann and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 15-14 was tabled at 
the request of the petition 
to-wit; 9-0. 
 
 
 



Unfinished Business:  
 
New Business: 
 
BILL NO. 14-14:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 58-13, THE SAME BEING           
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. 
JOSEPH COUNTY FOR THE YEAR 2014 (Dept. 0018 - Prosecutor) 
 
BILL NO. 21-14:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $27,743.00OUT OF THE GENERAL 
PURPOSES HEREIN SPECIFIED FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014 (Dept. 0018 - Prosecutor) 
 
 
Mr. O’Brien:  I am afraid we have some bumpy roads down the road for St. Joseph County budget and I am concerned 
about spending more and more money, I am going to resist over riding the Commissioners Veto.  I come off of a very 
difficult winter, a lot of pot holes, a lot of …. that needs to be done, got four and a half million dollars of un bonded 
debt that we now need to re pay Mishawaka for bridge project, five million dollars CEDIT money that we transferred 
in December that has not been transferred back to CEDIT and this is not all a reflection on the merit of the employees 
that are … to receive the …. of the raise but rather …. the county’s fiscal position down the road, I think that is 
something to be very concerned about and outside the normal budget process and appropriations.   
 
Mr. Hamann:  I have supported this from the get go.  This was part of the budget process; these raises were included in 
the budget process and that as a matter of compromise they were taken out with the idea that we would revisit these 
later on.  And that is what we are doing, so it’s all transparent, it’s all out there, I think, I also understand we have a 
process going…. looking overall increases where they are merited, we just took care of one today and I am all about 
saving money and spending it wisely, sometimes when you spend money you improve county services.  Especially in 
the Prosecutor’s office; we are talking about putting away bad guys.  If this is going to be the difference between 
waiting for the process and making sure we take care of public safety, I’m going to side with public safety all the time.   
 
A motion to over ride the Commissioners Veto for Bill’s No. 14-14 and 21-14 was made by Mr. Hamann and 
seconded by Mr. Noland.  The Veto Bill No. 24-14 was passed  
to-wit; 6-3.  Against:  Mr. O’Brien, Mr. Herbster and Mr. Root  
 
 
Privilege of the floor:    
 
Barry Baumbaugh, 12032 Timberline Trace, Granger, Indiana, I wish we would quit amending budget.  There are 
plenty of ways to spend the money in this county.  They need to stick to the budget and not give raises.   
 
Kelly Havens, 12032 Timberline Trace, Granger, Indiana, seems to me that you folks you have difficult job to do each 
August when you look to the next year’s budget.  I don’t think you should let department heads come in and alter the 
budget.  There are additional monies, this one point three million sitting in the Auditor’s office definitely should be 
factored into future consideration, the million dollars that got spent on leaves resulting in a total disaster, it’s never 
worked.  If there is extra money I think you’re starting to look at the ability to roll back at least partially at least one of 
the option taxes.  CEDIT seems to have out grown it’s purpose.   
 
Stephanie Fagan, 17357 Fleetwood Lane South Bend, Indiana, the reason I am here today is to discuss the leaf pick up.  
It’s very frustrating; I am a first time home owner.  I bought a home with twenty trees.  We have always been able to 
burn in the back yard, little by little.  I help many of my neighbors who are elderly with the leaves.  It is very difficult 
for all of us.  The lawn service we had raised their prices because the county decided to offer this service.  I brought 
pictures for you all to see.  They told us our leaves would be picked up twice in the fall and twice in the spring.  I only 
got picked up one time.  And now we can’t burn, so now we are left with a bunch of leaves and no where to put them.   
 
Jackie Curtis, 53449 Baijer Lane, Stephanie gave you a lot of issues we have.  I go out and rake and blow my leaves, 
neighbors help but it’s not enough.  I am a retired nurse, I don’t want to burn.  My neighbors are respectful as we all 
are for burning.  This week we can burn and it rained, one week we can burn and it’s too humid.  I know in South 
Bend, you can dial 311 and they come pick them up, maybe once a month we can burn.   
 
Brandon Bumbaugh, 12032 Timberline Trace North, Granger, Indiana, I am wanting to address this attitude, 
apparently, if you throw money at something it will improve it because any of us who have held a job know that 
handing money to somebody does not improve the result necessarily.  You need resources and most importantly you 



need work.  Public servants classically made less than other people, that’s because they were public servants and I 
understand they work for everybody and a lot of people don’t have a lot of money.  It’s just seems strange to me that 
someone is getting a wage increase is for anticipation of more work.  The way it works at my job is if I do a better job 
then I might, if I’m worth more then I might get the money but instead it seems to be the other way around.  You don’t 
get rich off the government because we all pay for it.  The prosecutors, my understanding we have one of the worst, if 
not the worst conviction records in the state of Indiana.  That means one of two things or both, either that these people 
are not winning cases so all this effort is not going anywhere or they are prosecuting a lot of innocent people.  I don’t 
either one of those is terribly good, when you think about raising money, when everybody else has to pay more, try be 
really careful of who’s getting it and why.   
 
Jake Teshka, 110 N. Williams Street 202, South Bend, I also want to address the issue of pay raises, I think that it’s 
important to make the distinction between a pay raise that’s earned and one that’s not.  In my mind Ms. Shuter’s pay 
raise it comes a result as increased and new duties.  That’s a reason to give someone a pay raise.  In regards to the 
Prosecutor’s Office however, we are talking about across the board, retro active pay raises and with all due respect to 
Councilman Hamann who said that Prosecutor’s office is putting away bad guys, if you have seen the news lately, 
there not really doing a great job of it, we’ve had cases where people who are charged with murder are getting 
acquitted, folks who are charged with a Class A felony are being acquitted of misdemeanors and not to mention all the 
crime we have been seeing and that’s been blazing our head lines, so I think it’s irresponsible to open up the budget 
half way through the year just because someone didn’t like the results of the initial budgeting process, the process is 
there for a reason and I think we need to stick to that.   
 
Mark Wilcox, 10397 Glen Lee Trail, I came to talk about the leaf pick up also.  My first concern was the company, I 
don’t think they did a good job.  Poor communication and excuses.  The amnesty week was also a problem.  It was 
raining the whole week.  I am asking you reconsider this bill or make modifications.     
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
Adjournment:  Mr. Morton stated that the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  
 
 
                                                                                                    ______________________________ 
Auditor, St. Joseph County    President, St. Joseph County Council















 


