
MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING   

OF THE 
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL 

June 9, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the St. Joseph County Council was called to order at 6:04 p.m., on June 9, 2015, 
 by the President, Rafael Morton, in the Council Chambers, fourth floor, County-City Building, South Bend, Indiana. 
   
Members in attendance were: 
      
   Mr. Robert L. Kruszynski  
  Mr. Corey Noland 
  Mr. James O’Brien 
  Ms. Diana Hess 
  Mr. Rafael Morton 
  Mr. Mark P. Telloyan   
  Mr. Mark A. Catanzarite   
  Mr. Robert McCahill     
    
     
Present from the Auditor’s office were Mr. Michael J. Hamann and Ms. Teresa Shuter, Chief Deputy Auditor.  
Council staff present was Mr. Michael A. Trippel, Attorney and Ms. Jennifer Prawat, Executive Secretary.    
Not in attendance:  Mr. Mark Root 
 
Petitions, Communications & Miscellaneous Matters:  
 
Mr. Kruszynski made a motion send Bill No. 24-15 back to the Engineering and Transportation Committee for further 
review and was seconded by Mr. Noland, the motion was passed by a voice vote; 8-0. 
 
Mr. Morton:  If you are here for that bill this evening, it will not be heard, just to be clear.  I do apologize for any 
inconvenience for you coming tonight but, there were some concerns, as you well know and we will continue to talk 
about and address those concerns.  Thank you for showing up.   
 
Mr. O’Brien made a motion to appoint Michele Gelfman to the Historic Preservation Commission and also to 
reappoint Lee Slavinskis to the Alcohol and Tobacco Board and John Feretti to the Early Intervention Board,  it was 
seconded by Mr. McCahill, the motion was passed by a voice vote; 8-0. 
 
Mr. Kruszynski made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2015 public hearing and was seconded by  
Ms. Hess, the motion was passed by a voice vote; 8-0.    
 
No report from the County Auditor 
No report from the Board of Commissioners. 
No report from Special Committees. 
 

First Readings:   

 

BILL NO. 29-15:  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PETITION FOR SPECIAL USE FILED BY SHADY 
OAK STABLES, INC. FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 57600 BEECH RD. OSCEOLA, IN 46561 THE 
SAME BEING PETITION NO. 06-03-15-10 FILED WITH THE AREA BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS  
Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 
 
BILL NO. 33-15:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL 
ORDINANCE 90.00(F) (Dept. 0035 County Council) 
Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee 
 
 
 
 



BILL NO. 34-15:  ST. JOSEPH COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT BOARD ORDINANCE 2015-02 
ORDINANCE OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT REGARDING ISSUANCE 
OF TAXABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS TO BE 
APPLIED TO A PORTION OF THE COST OF ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPING OF A 
GEOTHERMAL HEATING, VENTILATION AND AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM AND INCIDENTAL 
EXPENSES IN CONNECTION THEREWITH AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS, AND 
THE APPROPRIATION OF THE PROCEEDS THEREOF (Petitioner:  Phil Faccenda)  
Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee 

 

BILL NO. 35-15:  ORDINANCE OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF 
TAXABLE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS BY THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
DISTRICT AND APPROVING AN ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY 
AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT REGARDING FUNDS TO BE APPLIED TO A PORTION OF THE COSTS 
OF ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPING OF A GEOTHERMAL HEATING, VENTILATION 
AND AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM AND ANY INCIDENTAL EXPENSES IN CONNECTION THEREWITH 
AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS (Petitioner:  Phil Faccenda) 
Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee 
 
BILL NO. 36-15:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL AMENDING TITLE XV, LAND 
USAGE OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE BY REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTIONS 154.225 
THROUGH 154.231 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (Petitioner:  Area Plan Commission)   
Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee 
 

Resolution:  

 

BILL NO. 38-15:  A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL HONORING AND 
CONGRATULATING DONALD NAPOLI ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL HONORING AND CONGRATULATING 

DONALD J. NAPOLI ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

WHEREAS, the St. Joseph County Council represents all citizens of this fine County and, 
periodically recognizes persons who by their dedication and hard work have distinguished themselves in 
our community; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Donald J. Napoli will retire from the St. Joseph County Public Library on June 30, 
2015 after serving as Director for 37 years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Donald began his library career in Baltimore County, Maryland before settling in 
South Bend, Indiana in 1977; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Donald led SJCPL to become one of the top 10 libraries in the nation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Donald has diligently and honorably served for many years in his capacity providing 
leadership to Library staff, patrons and to the community at large, serving as an advocate for world class 
library services and access to the most up to date technology; and 

 

WHEREAS, As a true visionary, Donald did recognize the value of the Internet leading SJCPL to 
be the 1st public library in the United States of America, and second in the world, to have a presence on the 
world wide web.  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL, 

THAT: 

 
 



 SECTION 1:  On behalf of the citizens of St. Joseph County, Indiana, the St. Joseph County 
Council recognizes and congratulates Donald J. Napoli for his accomplishments, including, but not limited 
to, his sincere dedication to an exemplary library career serving with vision, honesty, integrity and candor.  
 

SECTION 2:  The St. Joseph County Council is especially proud to recognize that Donald has 
brought honor to himself; his former colleagues at SJCPL; his countless number of friends; and especially 
to St. Joseph County, Indiana, which he has called home for many years.  The St. Joseph County Council 
sincerely wishes Donald, his wife Carol, and their family all the best in the years ahead, and hopes that they 
will continue to enrich our County with their presence and active participation as citizens.  
 
I also just want to mention a couple of things, this legal size piece of paper, Don, isn’t big enough to list all the 
accomplishments you have done in St. Joseph County, but I just want to say, I am certain, beyond doubt the literacy 
has improved in our county since you have been library director.  Dating back to the Main Library, I thank you for 
helping with literacy, I know you care about that, you have improved our presence in the county by expanding the 
library branches that we have now, Center Township, German Township, Lakeville, improved and expanded the Main 
Library branch and you certainly have created a spirit of cooperation among the systems within our county in Indiana, 
especially the Mishawaka-Penn Library system.  I can’t say enough, I feel sorry for the person that has to fill your 
shoes, she’s got a lot of work ahead of her, I am sure she will do a great job, you have awfully big shoes to fill and I 
certainly want to congratulate you for all you have done for the citizens of this county, thank you so much for your 
public service you have given all of us.  
 
Mr. Napoli:  Thank you Mr. Catanzarite.    
 
Mr. Napoli:  I just want to thank you all as I did last month when I came before you with the capital improvement plan 
and asked for your approval then.  I want to thank you again for all the support the County Council has given us over 
the years and it’s been great.  One of the best things you did for us was the last one was, that greatly improved all of 
our branches, built a new Francis Branch and the new German Township Branch and if it wasn’t for that vote and the 
way that went, it would have never happened.  I want to thank you on behalf of the staff, the citizens, our library board 
and all of you who have supported the library over the years.  I have two people to recognize that are most, towards 
my success of Library Director, the first one I’d like to recognize is Deborah Futa, Deb will be the next director of the 
St. Joseph County Public Library starting July 1st.  She has done more to make our library what it is than anyone else 
on our staff, I think.  The second person I’d like to thank, the one who has put up with my disappearances by getting 
home late, working extra nights and weekends, is my wife Carol.  I want to thank them both because these are the two 
ladies in my life that have been very supportive of me and what I have tried to do.  Thank you.  
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  I have not gotten words from him but I know that County Councilman Mark Root would also want to 
have said congratulations to Don and being a librarian himself, I know he thought a lot of Don and had a lot of respect 
for what he had done for the St. Joseph County Public Library over the years and for his service.  On behalf of 
Councilmember Root who could not be here tonight, I just want to extend congratulations from him also.   
 
Mr. Hamann:  I want to say words of congratulation to, I have known Mr. and Mrs. Napoli for over thirty years when I 
taught their wonderful daughter Ann over at Holy Cross grade school and if anyone wants to do the math, that’s when 
Don was in his sixth year, I have a debt of thanks to you and in terms of my own kids and their success.  We utilized 
the public library a lot, my late wife would put the kids in the wagon from the two different houses, the two different 
neighborhoods we lived in and they would all go to the library and get a stack of books.  That’s what they did and they 
are very successful now, a teacher, a couple lawyers and a salesman so I want to thank you so much, they speak about 
that, to this day will reference that so they want to do the same with their kids so thank you very much, I appreciate it.   
  
Motion to pass Bill No. 38-15 was made by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Ms. Hess.  Bill No. 38-15 was passed   
to-wit; 8-0. 

 

BILL NO. 37-15:  A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVING A FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR THE ELIMINATION, 
REORGANIZATION, AND CONSOLIDATION OF PUBLIC SAFETY ANSWERING POINTS IN 
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, INDIANA, AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS 
(Petitioner:  Randolph R. Rompola) 

 

 



Mr. Rompola, Attorney with Faegre Baker Daniels, 202 S. Michigan Street, South Bend, the resolution before you has 
two purposes, one is to permit the City of South Bend to prepay a portion of the amount of what is otherwise owe in 
respect to the C.E.D.I.T. funds that were issued to pay for the construction of the facility.  The city would pre pay the 
amount it would owe through February 2017, this would allow the city to receive then the full amount of the 
C.E.D.I.T. revenue that it’s distributed its share of C.E.D.I.T. revenue which could then apply to certain other debt that 
the city has outstanding, that debt is paid off in February 2017 and then once again the amendment would provide that 
the county would withhold the city’s portion of the debt going forward so only in the interterm period would the city 
pre pay that amount to the county on the effective date of this amendment.  The second purpose of the amendment 
then would permit both South Bend and Mishawaka to substitute Public Safety LOIT revenue as opposed to the 
C.E.D.I.T. revenue as the interest mechanism in the event that either city fail to make it’s payments with respect to 
certain operating assessments that are able by both city’s under the agreement and again with respect to South Bend, 
that would provide the flexibility for the city to use C.E.D.I.T. revenues for other debt purposes and it would leave that 
option open for Mishawaka as well.  The LOIT revenues received by each city are comparable to the C.E.D.I.T. 
revenues that each city’s receives and then would be subject to intercept in the same manner as C.E.D.I.T. would be by 
the county in the event that either city fail to pay those assessments so the resolution approves the form of the 
amendment and authorizes it’s signatures, I would not that in the form of the amendment that was submitted along 
with the resolution there is in the third whereas clause a reference to the percentages that each city is obligated to pay 
on the county bonds and it lists Mishawaka at 7.34%, it should be 17.34% and I would just note that in the form of the 
agreement that was attached to the resolution that would need to be corrected before it would be signed but I am happy 
to answer any questions that you may have.   
 
Mr. O’Brien:  So we are just swapping LOIT for C.E.D.I.T. in case the city doesn’t voluntary pay their share? 
 
Mr. Rompola:  Right, right.   
 
Mr. O’Brien:  And then that frees up the city’s use for C.E.D.I.T. so the city could bond C.E.D.I.T. or….. 
 
Mr. Rompola:  Right, right.   
 
 Motion to pass Bill No. 37-15 was made by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 37-15 was passed   
to-wit; 8-0. 

 

SALARY AMENDMENT:   

 

BILL NO. 31-15:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 50-14, THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR 
THE YEAR 2015(Dept. 0795 – Community Correction) 
Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee 
 
Mr. McCahill reported that Bill No. 31-15 comes with a favorable a recommendation. 
 
Kate Williams, Executive Administrator to the Community Corrections Advisory Board, this amendment to the salary 
ordinance will correct a clerical error that occurred in the budget we submitted in August and I am happy to answer 
any questions you might have.  
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 31-15 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. McCahill.  Bill No. 31-15 was passed   
to-wit; 8-0. 
 
BILL NO. 32-15:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 50-14, THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR 
THE YEAR 2015 (Dept. 0002 - Auditor) 
Budget and Administration Committee 
 
Mr. Morton reported that Bill No. 32-15 comes with a favorable a recommendation. 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Hamann, St. Joseph County Auditor, this has to do with the tech refresh.  Back in November, we hired Ian Alford 
who is the IT Coordinator/Director and now we are moving forward in terms of building the IT department, the next 
phase would be to hire someone who does applications, programming and whatnot.  This is the next step so we are 
going to advertise for someone here to hire them here in the fall and hit the ground running as we implement this tech 
refresh including the voice over internet, which is happening very quickly so we are going to need folks on the ground 
to do that.   

 

Motion to pass Bill No. 32-15 was made by Mr. Noland and seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  Bill No. 32-15 was passed   
to-wit; 8-0. 

 

Public Hearing/Public Comment:     

 

 

BILL NO. 30-15:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING MONEYS FOR THE PURPOSE 
HEREIN SPECIFIED FOR THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS HEREIN LISTED OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT  
                      

TRANSFER 

A.  Auditor  
     Ineligible Deduction Fund  
 
FROM:  1216-65030-000-0002 Inter Fund Transfer          $374,972.41 
TO:        1000-05206-000-0002 Transfer of Funds            374,972.14   
 
                          TOTAL:  $ 374,972.14 
B.  PSAP 
     CEDIT Construction Bond  
 
FROM:  4933-65030-000-0034 Inter Fund Transfer          $ 491,222.42 
TO:        1222-36051-000-0034 Tech. Lease Equp.            491,222.42 
 
             TOTAL:  $ 491,222.42 
 
C.  Penn Township Assessor 
     General Fund  
 
FROM:  1000-45510-000-0150 Furniture & Fixtures              $2,000.00 
TO:        1000-44250-000-0150 Office Machines                               2,000.00 
 
                 TOTAL:  $ 2,000.00 
 
D.  Sheriff 
     General Fund  
 
FROM:  1000-22010-000-0005 Lubricants                           $32,000.00 
TO:        1000-39750-000-0005 Processing                             16,000.00 
              1000-44010-000-0005 Equipment                             16,000.00 
 
                            TOTAL:  $ 32,000.00 
 
E.  Community Corrections  
      CBC Funds 
 
FROM:  9114-65030-000-0080 Interfund Transfer           $ 100,000.00 
TO:        4922-05206-000-0080 Inter Fund               100,000.00 
 
             TOTAL:  $ 100,000.00 
 
 
 



FROM:  9114-11138-015-0795 Other Comp.                $ 1,650.00 
TO:       9114-11009-015-0795 Director                                            $ 1,650.00 
 
                   TOTAL:  $ 1,650.00 
FROM:  9114-11138-015-0795 Other Comp.                  $ 3,850.00 
TO:        9114-11077-015-0795 Admin. Asst.                     1,550.00 
              9114-11405-015-0795 Receptionist                     1,150.00 
              9114-11706-015-0795 Dir. Kitchen Svc.                    1,150.00 
 
                   TOTAL:  $ 3,850.00 
 
 
FROM:  9114-11370-015-0795 Detention Officer                               $ 74,000.00 
TO:        9114-31070-015-0795 Contract. Svc.                                   74,000.00 
          
                     TOTAL:  $ 74,000.00 
 
F.  Area Plan  
     General Fund  
 
FROM:  1000-11366-000-0032 Planner                                      $ 8,500.00 
TO:        1000-11957-000-0032 Intern/Part Time                                        8,500.00 
 
                                       TOTAL:  $ 8,500.00 
 
G.  County Highway - WITHDRAWN 
 
FROM:  1176-11402-000-0062 Asst. Supervisor                                    $ 70,992.00 
TO:     1176-11402-000-0061 Asst. Supervisor                                       70,992.00 
 
                             TOTAL:  $ 70,992.00 
 

APPROPRIATE   

H.  Auditor 
     CCD 
 
1138-44010-000-0002  Equipment        $ 100,000.00 
 
                       TOTAL:  $ 100,000.00 
I.  Auditor 
     Ineligible Deduction Fund  
 
1216-11315-000-0002  Software Developer I        $ 30,000.00 
 
                         TOTAL:  $ 30,000.00 
J.  Highway Maintenance  
     County Highway 
 
1176-36014-000-0062  Road Repairs                      $ 800,000.00 
 
                                     TOTAL:  $ 800,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



K.  Juvenile Justice Center 
     Community Based Corrections 
 
9129-11217-016-0797  Home Detention Case Manager          $64,179.00 
9129-11334-016-0797  Controller                              3,672.00 
9129-11646-016-0797  Secretary/Program Support           28,557.00 
9129-11967-016-0797  Day Reporting Caseworker                      100,316.00 
9129-11385-016-0797  FICA                            14,152.00 
9129-14840-016-0797  Insurance                    961.00 
9129-36015-016-0797  Contractual Svc.                 6,537.00 
 
                         TOTAL:  $ 278,771.00 
 
         
Juvenile Justice Center 
Community Transition Project  
 
9130-11217-016-0798  Home Detention Case Manager             $ 3,377.00 
9130-11646-016-0798  Secretary/Program Support                1,503.00 
9130-11967-016-0798  Day Reporting Caseworker   5,278.00 
9130-11385-016-0798  Probation Officer I    3,117.00 
9130-14800-016-0798  FICA      6,537.00 
9130-14810-016-0798  PERF                  18,500.00 
9130-14840-016-0798  Insurance                  94,833.00 
9130-22417-016-0798  General Supplies                    5,500.00 
9130-32020-016-0798  Travel        5,000.00 
9130-32050-016-0798  Instruction & Training      3,000.00 
9130-32053-016-0798  Public Relations       5,000.00 
9130-32200-016-0798  Telephone & Beepers                    1,300.00 
9130-32350-016-0798  Postage            600.00 
9130-36015-016-0798  Contractual Svc.      10,483.00 
9130-39750-016-0798  Data Processing         5,000.00 
 
                              TOTAL:  $ 169,088.00 
 
L.  Prosecutor’s  
     General  
 
1000-32020-000-0018  Travel                        $ 4,270.84 
 
           TOTAL:  $ 4,270.84 
 
M.  Community Corrections 
     CBC 
 
9114-11032-015-0080  Exect. Director                                         $ 6,500.00 
9114-22215-015-0080  Drug Test Supp.                                           10,000.00 
9114-24100-015-0080  Food                               10,000.00 
 
                                                       TOTAL:  $ 26,500.00 
 

 

Motion to pass Bill No. 30-15 with the exception of item G was made by Mr. Catanzarite and seconded by Ms. Hess.  
Bill No.30-15 was passed  to-wit; 8-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Land Use Planning:  

 

BILL NO. 15-15:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, 
CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING, OF THE  ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR 
PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 54704, 54738, 54716 TWYCKENHAM DRIVE & 18429, 18389, 18449 VANESS 
STREET, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA, 46637 FROM R SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT TO PUD PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT PETITIONERS:  THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME DU LAC  
Land Use Planning Committee 

 

Mr. Noland reported that Bill No. 15-15 comes with a favorable a recommendation. 

 

Matthew Chappuies, Area Plan Commission, this is the new overlook site over Twyckenham.  The petitioner is 
requesting a zone change from R Single Family to PUD.  The total size of the sight is one point eight six acres; there 
will be one lot on the north east corner of Burdette and Vaness for overflow parking.  The other lot is on the north east 
corner of Vaness and Twyckenham which is proposed and eighty thousand square foot, four story residential building 
with approximately forty five hundred square feet reserved on the first floor for a retail or restaurant use.  The building 
would have approximately one hundred twenty studio and one bedroom units for graduate students.  The ordinance 
was amended from the original version to reflect the change legal description.  The Area Plan Commission sends this 
to you with a favorable recommendation and at this time would be happy to answer any questions.   
 
Mr. Studer, Krieg Devault, 4101 Edison Lakes Parkway, Mishawaka, with me this evening is Mike Danch of Danch 
Harner Associates also, we have representatives from the University of Notre Dame.  This project is a continuation of 
what we consider a very extremely successful development of the Overlook buildings one and two so this is building 
three.  This will continue to provide high quality living options for university graduate students.  Each of you has now 
been provided with a copy of the booklet.  There will be a small retail café for use, we are not sure of the exact use of 
it yet.  It will be limited and we have additional parking up to twenty spaces for that retail space.   
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  You may have mentioned this in your presentation, planned construction start date if this passes and 
completion date…. 
Mr. Studer:  I think for next fall so we would start this summer assuming the petition is approved and we would get 
started on the property and developing the property so it would be complete through the winter, spring and next 
summer and ready of occupancy in the fall of next year, school year 2016.   
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  Has a contract been…. In terms of construction of these units? 
 
Mr. Studer:  No.  
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  And would local contractors be able to bid on this construction work? 
 
Mr. Studer:  I presume they would just as they were with buildings one and two, that’s been consistent with the 
developers attached throughout these projects.   
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  Thank you.  
 
Mr. O’Brien:  At the committee or maybe it was at the Area Plan meeting, there were a couple of young women who 
showed up, they weren’t really remonstrators because they were not complaining too much about the project they just 
had some other issues they voiced and I have not seen them since so it must not be that big of an issue on their end but 
I am curious, did you ever hear anything further from them? 
 
Mr. Studer:  We did actually, they, as you point out Mr. O’Brien, they did not object to the project , they asked 
questions about the existing project in terms of things, they wanted to see some change.  The developers did meet with 
the people that did show up at the APC meeting, they had a very good meeting, the developer followed up with a 
lengthy email about the things they were going to do, including replacing the divider or taller divider, things of that 
nature.  Looking at additional shading, one light that apparently it shines in one of the apartments.  It was a very good 
meeting and there was no response to that email.   
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  Steve, when I met you out there, there was some discussion about Vaness, itself.  At one time you 
said there was an entrance that was going to be out to Vaness and then you changed that to come out in Burnette. 
 



Mr. Studer:  Right, originally, there was some discussion about having two entrances on Vaness, that, we thought, did 
not work well because Burdette is a much less traveled street so, working with the County Engineer and the Area Plan 
Commission, we moved that to the Burdette Street so there is only one entrance off Vaness.  
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  When you had discussions with Jessica and I know she has left, are there any discussions in regards 
to the roads itself?  I don’t know, maybe Andy can answer that or are they planning on improving that road? 
 
Mr. Studer:  My understanding with the existing developers that’s proposed here that there is no changes to that, we 
did as we pointed out, we did cut that corner off to provide additional site line and utilities are now going to be moved 
so there won’t be any telephone poles there.  My understanding is that there’s additional development to the south then 
there will have to be some looking at of whether or not that road has to be improved with a left turn lane, but that is 
not a part of this petition and the engineer and the Area Plan Commission are consistent with that at this time.   
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  On that same issue that Mr. Kruszynski brought up, would the developer be interested in the future 
going forward with any developer to the south if there were a need to improve that intersection to be a public/private 
partnership? 
 
Mr. Studer:  It’s premature but I would think it would benefit the property as well so I would think if those discussions 
take place with buildings going to the south that something would be done whether it’s a private/public partnership, 
several parties that would benefit from that, but I am sure the developer would understand that’s part of the need that 
has to be done to improve the traffic flow.   
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  Thank you.  The Overlook is a nice facility, it’s improved the neighborhood, it’s not in my district 
but I do frequent the area a lot with my kids and we do enjoy the little café.   
 
Mr. Studer:  Yes, I would encourage everyone to try the café, it’s very good.  
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  I’ll second that.   
 
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 15-15 as amended was made by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. McCahill. Bill No. 15-15 
was passed  to-wit; 8-0. 
 

Unfinished Business:  

 

New Business:   
 
BILL NO. 39-15:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, INDIANA TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  
 
Motion to suspend the rules in order to have first reading and public hearing on Bill No. 39-15 was made by  
Mr. Catanzarite and was seconded by Mr. O’Brien.  Bill No. 39-15 passed by a unanimous voice vote 8-0.   

 

Regina Emberton, President of the Michiana Partnership, 4477 Progress Drive, South Bend, I am here today to talk 
about the Regional Development Authority and just to start by saying, the need to establish the Regional Development 
Authority is related to the State of Indiana’s Regional City’s Initiative which is an opportunity for our region, which 
includes St. Joseph, Elkhart and Marshall Counties to apply for a grant, there would be two grants available for forty 
two million dollars each and we would submit that grant on July 1st when the state accepts the applications.  Basically, 
the state has identified that while St. Joseph County, other counties in the state have a great business climate, we have 
some challenges in attracting population and growing our population across the region and they put together this 
regional cities initiative program with the goal to become, have two regions across the state of Indiana become a 
destination for talent and also to become a nationally recognized brand so it was a call to action for regions across the 
state to begin to work together and to put together programs that would address those needs in their region with that 
ultimate goal.  In the two thousand fifteen legislative process, the budget at the state of the Indiana level was eighty 
four million dollars allocated toward the regional cities initiative and in tandem with that house bill fourteen zero three 
was passed as the mechanism for regions to form a regional development authority in order to apply for one of these 
grants and in fact, the Regional Development Authority is the only eligible opportunity or only eligible entity that has 
the opportunity to submit an application for the grant so while it’s good in practice and is going to encourage regional 
collaboration, initially the reason to do so is to be able to submit this grant application on July 1st and so I’d be happy 
to answer any questions you have but we request that you adopt the ordinance to establish the RDA along with 



Marshall and St. Joseph Counties and just as an update, Marshall County Council did adopt the ordinance Monday and 
there will be a (inaudible) Elkhart County Council on Saturday.   
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  Regina, during the committee meeting did you say that you did approach LaPorte or they are not in 
our region? 
 
Ms. Emberton:  We are in conversations with LaPorte, they are not in our region for MACOG or the IEDC or Work 
One, some of the technical districts that do exist but we certainly do collaborate with them quite often, we have a 
commuting (inaudible) going back and forth so we are always working to collaborate together on marketing initiatives 
and things like that.  I did meet with the Mayor of LaPorte, Blair Milo earlier this week, we have been in conversations 
for over a month now about how we could collaborate even if they are not apart of the formal RDA, also I have been 
in conversations with Heather Ennis who is the president of the Northwest Indiana Forum just to continue to say if 
there is something we can do to collaborate and work together to make this entire northern part of the state stronger 
that we would like to do that. I have had some conversations that LaPorte County might in the future be interested in 
joining the RDA and that is something permissible should they RDA, in the future, desire to consider that by the state 
legislature that bill does say that you can add counties to an RDA in the future.   
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  Now, correct me if I am wrong, I don’t believe this money has been started to get collected yet, 
through the state because it’s going to be through property taxes and delinquent……. 
 
Ms. Emberton:  Correct, it’s a tax amnesty program and I did meet with Eric Shields at the IUDC last week and he 
explained the process that would happen later in the year that they would expect to collect those funds, at least up to 
eighty four million that they are allocating by the end of the year and then going forward they would allocate on a case 
by case project based as to the regions as to who they select as winners.   
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  There is no guarantee that they are going to collect eighty four million. 
 
Ms. Emberton:  Right.  They are anticipating based on apparently on a previous situation like this several years ago 
that they will exceed those numbers but you are right, it needs to be collected to see how that goes.   
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  So they award the grants accordingly in regards to the money that they do have.  
 
Ms. Emberton:  Yes.  
 
Mr. Kruszynski:  Thank you.  
 
Mr. O’Brien:  Is everything on target for the application will be in before July one? 
 
Ms. Emberton:  Yes, everything is going in the right direction, we have been having meeting after meeting just with 
getting additional input but yes, we have fifty projects that were submitted from various civic and business leaders 
across the three county region and it’s a very nice narrative, I feel like we have a very strong application, this region so 
many assets where we can become a national brand and we really can work to increase the value of jobs here and the 
people that are living here so yes, everything is on track.   
 
Mr. O’Brien:  Thank you.  
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  Does the legislation spell out when they will award, the date they will award grants? 
 
Ms. Emberton:  No, the legislation does not spell that out but at the meeting last week the IUDC they did spell out that 
they anticipate the IUDC board will review and make their selection at their fourth quarter meeting so they will be 
doing some back and forth questions over the summer and then they will make that decision, I think they have their 
meeting in September, they did say by the fourth quarter of this year they would have the decision made and 
announced. 
 
Mr. Catanzarite:  Thank you.  
 
 Andy Kostielney, President of the St. Joseph County Board of Commissioners, I am here tonight to speak in favor of 
our application to the RDA, I hope you would support that.  I think it’s a great opportunity to further enhance our 
economic development opportunities here in St. Joseph County, looking outside of the county and more to a regional 
approach which is becoming more and more favorable across the state.  I think it’s also great we partnered in the past 



recently with Marshall County with the Metronet project and we are looking to partner with Elkhart County and a 
couple of different initiatives moving forward.  I think (inaudible) fortunate enough to get some of the state dollars; I 
think it does set itself moving forward in the future to look more regionally as we look to attract more economic 
development and growth.   
 
Motion to pass Bill No. 39-15 was made by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. Noland.  Bill No. 39-15 was passed   
to-wit; 8-0. 
  

Privilege of the floor:    
 

Adjournment:  Mr. Morton stated that the meeting was adjourned 6:49 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                    ______________________________ 
Auditor, St. Joseph County    President, St. Joseph County Council















 


