
MINUTES OF THE

REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE

ST. JOSEP H COUN TY CO UNCIL

May 10, 2011

The regular  meeting of the St. Joseph County Council was called to order at 7:01p.m., on May 10, 2011, by the

President, Rafael Morton, in the Council Chambers, fourth floor, County-City Building, South Bend, Indiana.

Members in attendance were:

Mr. Mark Catanzarite 

Mr. Dale DeVo n  

Mr. Michael J. Hamann - Absent

Mr. Daniel G. Herbster 

Mr. Michael J. Kruk

Mr. Ro bert J. M cCahill 

Mr. Rafael Morton

Mr. Corey D. Noland

Mr. M ark Roo t 

Present fro m the Aud itor’s office was M r. Peter H . Mullen, A uditor and  Cindy Bo dle, Chief D eputy Aud itor. 

Council staff p resent were M r. Michae l A. Tripp el, Attorney an d Ms. Jo an M. P awlowski, E xecutive Se cretary.

Petitions, Communications & Miscellaneous Matters: 

Mr. Noland moved to reapp oint Rafael Morton and John Ferretti to the Early Intervention Plan Advisory Board and

Mark R oot to the M ACOG  Policy Bo ard.  The re were no  other nom inations.  His m otion was sec onded b y Mr. Kr uk. 

The motion passed by a voice vote; 8-0.  No negatives were heard.

Mr. DeVon moved and was seconded by Mr. McCahill to approve the minutes of April 12, 2011.  The motion passed

by a voice vote; 8-0.  No negatives were heard.

Mr. DeVon moved to return Bill No. 54-11, at the request of the petitioner, back to Committee.  The motion was

seconded and passed by a voice vote; 8-0.  No negatives were heard.

No report from the County Auditor.

No report from  the Board of C ommissioners.

No rep ort from any S pecial Co mmittees. 

First Readings:

BILL NO. 57-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PETITION FOR SPECIAL USE FILED BY ELDON &

SUSAN HEATWOLE FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 67719 IRONWOOD ROAD THE SAME BEING

PETIT ION NO . 05-04-11-10 FILED W ITH TH E AREA B OARD O F ZONING  APPEAL S. - Assigned to the Land

Use Planning Committee

BILL NO. 58-11: AN ORDINANCE APPROV ING THE PETITION  FOR SPECIAL USE FILED BY CARLOS &

MON ICA DELAG ADO FO R THE P ROPER TY LOC ATED A T 26977 JA CKSON  ROAD, SO UTH B END, IN

46619 THE SAME BEING PETITION NO. 05-04-11-11 FILED WITH THE AREA BOARD OF ZONING

APPEALS. - Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee

BILL NO. 59-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $100,000.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY INELIGIBLE DEDUCTION FUND - 061 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE PURPOSES

HEREIN  SPECIFIED  FOR TH E CURRE NT YE AR 2011.  (Dept. 002 - Aud itor) - Assigned to the Budget and

Administration Committee



BILL NO. 60-11:   AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING THE SUM OF $21,000.00 FROM VARIOUS ACCOUNTS

TO VARIOUS ACCO UNTS ALL BEING W ITHIN THE 2011 BUD GET OF ST. JOSEPH COU NTY.  (Dept. 795 -

C.B.C. - User Fees) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

BILL NO. 61-11:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 101-10 THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE

ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR

THE Y EAR 2011.  (D ept. 062 - Highway Maintenance and Dept. 064 - Highway Gen E xp) - Assigned to the

Engineering and Transportation Committee

BILL NO. 62-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $12,600.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY - COUNTY HIGHWAY FUND - 002 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE PURPOSES

HEREIN SPE CIFIED FOR TH E CURREN T YEAR, 2011.  (Highway) {increase/decrease appropriation} - Assigned

to the Engineering and Transportation Committee

BILL NO. 63-11: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE XV, LAND USAGE,

CHAPTER 154, PLANNING AND ZONING OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY CODE, AS AMENDED, FOR THE

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 25000 BLOCK & 25609 STATE ROAD 2, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 46619 FROM

“R” SINGLE FAMILY  DISTRICT TO  “M” MANU FACTURING  INDUSTRIAL D ISTRICT.  (Petitioner: Tim Nasco

& Nasco Auto Pool, LLC) - Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee

BILL NO. 64-11:  AN ORDIN ANCE O F THE ST . JOSEPH C OUNT Y COUN CIL AMEN DING T ITLE III,

ADMINISTRATION, CHAPTER 32.06, COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS - HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT OF THE 

ST. JOSEPH CO UNTY, IND IANA CODE.  (Engineer) - Assigned to the Engineering and Transportation Committee

Resolutions:

BILL NO. 65-11:  A RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVING THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY PU BLIC LIBRARY CAPITAL PROJECT S PLAN FOR 2012, 2013 & 2014.

Donald J. Napoli, Director, St. Joseph County Library, 1841 N. Adams Street, SB, stated that much of what they were

propo sing is stated on p age 7.  Th ey are plann ing on saving th e money to  put toward  the future expa nsion of the M ain

Branch .  They wan t to keep the siz e of the future B ond Issue d own by sav ing it now throu gh Capital P rojects Fun ds.  It will

take a few years in order to save for the Main Branch expansion and will have to supplement that with a Bond Issue.  He

stated that they are looking at the year 2018.

Mr. Herbster inquired about how Mr. Napoli stated that you are cutting back on Capital Projects.  Mr. Napoli stated that

they just completed, about two years ago, the renovation and expansion of all of the six (6) branches.  He stated that they

don’t see the n eed right no w to save for o ther types of pr ojects.  M r. Napo li stated that they are  going to spe nd mone y this

year for a new  cooler for th e Main B ranch and  other repa irs.  Center T ownship B ranch will need  a new roo f, after only

eleven (11 ) years.  He state d how they h ave an Em ergency Fu nd of abo ut $1 million.  

Mr. Catanzarite asked if there was any legal remedy regarding the roof at the Center Township Branch?  Mr. Napoli stated

that the Com pany says that it wa s an installation p roblem a nd those p eople are  saying it was a ma nufacturing p roblem.  

Mr. Ca tanzarite stated  that he hates to se e the Library b e on the hoo k.  

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 65-11  was made  by Mr. C atanzarite an d second ed by M r. McC ahill.  Bill No.  6 5-11 pa ssed to-wit;

8-0. 

Public Hearings:

Mr. Morton announced that there would be a combined Public Hearing on Bill Nos. 36-11 and 37-11 but would be voted on

separately. 

BILL NO. 36-11:   AN ORDINANCE TO REDUCE THE 2011 ST. JOSEPH COUNTY - COUNTY GENERAL FUND -

001, 2011 BUDGET REDU CTION.  (Dept. 024 - Adult Probation) - Assigned to the Budget and Administration

Committee



BILL NO. 37-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROP RIATING THE SUM  OF $153,000.00 OUT OF THE ADULT

PROBATION FEES FUND - 057 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE PURPOSES HEREIN SPECIFIED

FOR THE CURREN T YEAR, 2011.  (Dept. 024 - Adult Probation)  - Assigned to the Budget and Administration

Committee

Mr. Kruk reported that Bill No. 36-11and 37-11co me with a favorable recommendation.

Jerry Johnson, Chief Probation Officer, basically in the past, at the end of the year, there would be an ordinance to transfer

$100,000 from the Probation User Fees acco unt into the General Fund.  This year it would have been $153,000.  Since the

start of the year we have learned that this money should be, not in the General Fund, but in the account from which it was

taken.  This ordinance addresses this and moves the money from the General Fund to the Probation User Fee Fund.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 36-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. De Von.  B ill No.  36-1 1 passed  to-wit; 8-0. 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 37-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  Bill N o.  37-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

BILL NO. 38-11:   AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $3,750.00 OUT OF THE 2010 E.M.P.G.

COMPETITIVE GRANT FUND - 105 AND $3,782.00 OUT OF 2010 FOUNDATION GRANT FUND - 031 AND INTO

VARIOUS ACCOUNT S FOR THE PURPO SES HEREIN SPECIFIED FOR THE C URRENT YEAR , 2011. (Dept. 009 -

Emergency Management Agency) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

Mr. Catanzarite reported that Bill No. 38-11comes with a favorable recommendation.

Whitney Pierle, Deputy Director, stated that the appropriation is from a Competitive Grant Fund.  Each year the Indiana

Department of Homeland Security scores all county Emergency Management Agencies and this year our County scored

well enough to receive an extra grant.  The funds are in a reimbursable category.  The Indiana Department of Homeland

Security has approved  the items that they intend to purchase - office comp uters, monitors and weather rad ios.

The second  amount is from the Indiana H omeland Secu rity Foundation.  These gra nt funds will be used to purchase

equipme nt for the new o peration ce nter, which will be  located at the  South B end Fire D epartmen t main station o n Main

Street.  These funds are also in the reimbursable category and the items to be purchased are approved - monitors, cell phone

buster repe ater and pr ojector. 

Mr. He rbster asked  if the equipme nt would be  stored at the F ire Station?  M s. Pierle stated  that the first set of funds w ill

provide equipment that will be stored and utilized in the Emergency Management Office on Lathrope Drive and the second

fund equip ment will be go ing to the Fire S tation on M ain Street.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 38-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  Bill N o.  38-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

BILL NO. 40-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $3,336.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY USER FEES FUND - 058 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE PURPOSES HEREIN SPECIFIED

FOR THE C URRENT  YEAR, 2011.  (Dept. 005 - County Police) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice

Committee

Mr. Catanzarite reported that Bill No. 40-11comes with a favorable recommendation.

Chief Robert Boits, stated that these funds come from collected traffic fines and are used for training.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 40-11  was made  by Mr. M cCahill and  seconde d by Mr . Catanzarite .  Bill No.  40 -11 passed  to-wit;

7-0.   (Mr . Root was o ut of the room .)

Mr. Morton announced that there would be a combined Public Hearing on Bill Nos. 43-11 and 44-11 but would be voted on

separately. 

BILL NO. 43-11:   AN ORDINANCE TO REDUCE THE 2011 ST. JOSEPH COUNTY - REASSESSMENT FUND -

008, 2011 BUDGET REDU CTION.  (Dept. 012 - County Assessor) - Assigned to the Budget and Administration

Committee

BILL NO. 44-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $762,847.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH



COUNTY 2006 REASSESSMENT FUND - 028; $500,000.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY RAINY DAY

FUND - 022; $998,240.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY C.E.D.I.T. FUND - 009 AND INTO VARIOUS

ACCO UNT S FOR  THE  PUR POSE S HER EIN SP ECIFIE D FOR  THE  CURR ENT  YEAR , 2011.  (D ept. 012  - County

Assessor) - Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee

Mr. Kruk reported that Bill No. 43-11and 44-11co me with a favorable recommendation.

Rosemary Mandrici, Assessor, explained how these bills are re clarifying the Reassessment Fund.  They are requesting a

reduction to  $762,8 47 and c larifying the rest of the fu nds that were  allocated fo r reassessme nt.  

In Opposition:

Bruce McM illian, 26086 U.S. 20, SB $2.5 million was appropriated for reassessment.  What happened to those funds and

why are you transferring funds at this time from another account?  The money should have been there.

Ms. Mandrici stated that last year the 2011 Reassessment Fund was adopted out of the 008 Fund.   This year they were

instructed by th e State Bo ard of Acc ounts that they ne eded a cla rification of whe re those fund s were com ing from and  that’s

why those fund s, not asking for a ny additiona l revenue, they a re giving clarificatio n of those fund s.  

Mr. McMillian questioned the 2006 and 2011 Reassessment Funds and cannot find clarification for the State Board of

Accoun ts.  

Mr. Morton stated, Mr. McMillian, you have asked the State Board of Accounts for clarification and you still do not have a

sufficient answer?  Mr. McMillian stated that they did not give him an answer.  They weren’t aware of where those funds

were.  He has spoken to some folks.  Some reassessments are good and some are bad.  Is the transfer needed to try to cover

a loss?  

Mr. Morton stated that the only answer he could give is that if you can’t get a sufficient answer from the previous

administratio n or the curre nt or the State B oard of A ccounts?    Mr. M cMillian state d that he wou ld contact the m again

along with the A ttorney Gen eral.

Kelly Havens, 12032 Timberline Trace North, Granger asked where is the missing money?  There were Tribune articles

regarding th e former A ssessor and  his questiona ble expen ditures.   If the taxp ayers have p aid mone y into the fund for  all

these years and it is not fair to take it from some other funds that the taxpayers have been paying in to.  The money went out

on somebody’s watch.  There are either some criminal charges to be made or at least a full investigation.  Why didn’t the

Auditor’s Offices notice that the Reassessment Fund’s balance was going down?  Why didn’t the Commissioners notice? 

Ms. Ha vens questio ned the pu rpose of a r eassessmen t when the State  of Indiana h as gone to a  Fair Ma rket Value . 

Therefore, shouldn’t that change the need for an every ten (10) year reassessment?  With $1.5 million, if you were paying

$15 an h our, you co uld pay for 1 00,000  man hour s.  That’s 50  people full tim e for an entire ye ar.  Other o ffices could he lp

with input when they have down time.  Why do you need new furniture?  You should be saying no to using Rainy Day and

CED IT Fund s.  

Sara Bajuyo, 413 Lamonte Terrace, SB stated that taxpayers deserve an explanation from possibly each one of you.  How

was this allowed to happen ?  If you have extra mone y in a Rainy Day Fund, which is taxpa yer money, give it back.  These

funds were misappro priated in the first place.  In fact, stolen.  What is going to happ en to Dave W esolowski?  If this was a

private company, he would have to give back what he stole.  Is this being asked of him?  There is a gross inaccuracy in how

people have been assessed.  There is incompetence in this office and now you want more money?  The people going around

doing the assessment have no clue what they are doing.  One house is $19,000 and the house on the other side of the street

is $267,000... really?  

Robin S ullivan, 191 10 Farm ington Lane , SB exp lained that this is frustra tion regard ing the assessm ents in St. Joe C ounty

and the accountability.  We are looking to you to do something about these irregularities and to make amends to the

taxpayers.  P lease table this p roposal.

Ms. Man drici stated that the reassessment is mandated  by State Law.  She stated that they are do ing an in-house

reassessme nt.  There w ere no fund s for a private c ontractor.  S ome of thes e funds are go ing for software  program s to help

them go through and meet the State required parcel counts.  The field people are Level 2 Assessor, anyone entering data.

They have not purchased any new furniture.  The only things that were done in the office were painting and a wall taken



down, alo ng with some  new carpe t in a couple o f the offices.  The  compute rs that are bein g currently used  are outdate d to

even run the software that is needed to do this in-house assessment.   She could not address any of the questions regarding

the former Assessor.  The per diem that is allocated in the budget for reassessment work, has a Statute for that.  She stated

that she not now or before ever taken any additional funds except for her base salary.   She stated that this was all part of

her responsibility.  There is a new Penn Township Assessor and they are assisting that office in a learning process.  There

are personnel in the Auditor’s and Treasurer’s offices are in communication.  She stated that they are not asking for any

additional funds.  This is a clarification of the original funds that were appropriated to the 2011 Budget.  They are working

three years simultaneously.  There is a backlog of two years of appeals and the reassessment year.  Properties are reassessed

with different uses.  Therefore, some houses are not the same.  She stated that she is very aware of how taxpayer money has

been spe nt in the past and  she wants an e fficient office that is op en to the pub lic.  

Mr. Herbster questioned the Fair Market Value issues.  Does that change or affect how you do assessments?  Ms. Mandrici

stated that the annual adjustment is Trending and that does acuate to a market value.  With reassessment they will be getting

new cost tables, land values and will be adjusting to the market.  Can the new process elevate reassessment?  That is not

what the State h as told her to  do.    Mr. H erbster, you a re under S tate Statute.  M s. Mand rici, stated corr ect.

Mr. M orton aske d when we  went to Fair M arket Valu e?  Ms. M andrici stated  that it was in 200 2.  The T rending starte d in

2006.  H e asked if it was fair to  say that the factor o f changing has  made it a big ger task?  M s. Mand rici stated that actu ally

it is.  Most of the counties hire out for these projects; but St. Joseph County has chosen to do it in-house.  Mr. Morton

commented o n the accusations that money was b eing stolen.  In his recollections there were some  inquiries as far as the last

administration and some of those funds.  Mr. Mullen, Auditor, stated that there were.  Mr. Morton stated that he could say

he was satisfied or pleased, but was surprised with the response from down state, the DLGF and the State Board of

Accoun ts as far as the meth odolog y that is used on a  statewide ba ses to assess the A ssessor.  

Mr. Catanzarite asked about tabling this decision tonight.  What kind of impact would that have?  Ms. Mandrici stated that

it would impact the consulting and vendor contracts.  It could hinder the supplies that are needed.  Mr. Catanzarite asked

what kind of time-table they were on to complete this reassessment?  Ms. Mandrici stated that 3/1/2012 is when this needs

to be com plete...  120 ,000 pa rcels are in St. Jo seph Co unty appro ximately.

Mr. Root stated that he was part of the group that discussed whether to do the reassessment in house or farm it out.  If he

remembered correctly, the process was about a two (2) process and began under the old Assessor and now Ms. Mandrici

has had to pick it up, half way through.  Ms. Mandrici stated that was correct.  The process began 7/1/2010.  Mr. Root

stated that they thought there could be a significant cost savings doing it in house.  To contract it out they were looking at

$2.5-2.8 million.  Ms. Mandrici stated that she had a plan and it is working right now taking into account all that has to be

done in this o ffice.   Mr. Ro ot stated that M ACOG  has contribu ted to the fund ing of a pictom etry contract.

Mr. DeVon asked when you are doing Market Value if foreclosures are considered?  Ms. Mandrici stated that since 2007

that is taken into consideration.

Mr. Catanzarite stated that one of the speakers tonight talked about sharing personnel with different departments and 

Ms. M andrici may h ave alluded  to that when she  said that the D ata Entry Sp ecialist and field p ersonnel ar e either a Lev el 2

or Level 1.  Are there some duties that you could use help with from other county departments that might have a lull?  

Ms. Mandrici stated that some clerical, filing, organizing, etc. that can be done.  The Auditor’s Office has helped.  She then

went on to sa y how the pu blic should file a n appea l if they feel that their assessm ent is incorrec t.

Mr. Root asked Mr. Mullen, Auditor, if money was taken out of the Reassessment Fund some years to cover budget

shortfalls in the Co unty Gener al Fund to c over exp enses in the As sessor’s Office .  Ms. Bo dle was hea rd respon ding yes. 

They (the Auditor’s Office) used to use reassessment dollars to augment support to the County Assessor’s Budget and other

Township Assessor’s budgets too, depending on the job that was needed to be done.  Mr. Root stated that the decision that

this body had to make, in light of the budget circumstances, that some very tough years have been faced.  In all honesty, he

stated that they did take money and  move it over to help offset some  of those expenses.

Mr. Mullen, Auditor, stated that in the three (3) years since he has been here this was the first time he stepped up to the

podium , other than for h is own requ ests, due to thes e acquisitions  that something  was askew in the  Assessor’s O ffice, in

anybody’s o ffice.  He stated  that he really takes e xception to  that.  He stated  that they are do ing only what the  State is

asking them to  do.  Reass essment 20 11 is a bran d-new fund  and it is started b y transferring mo ney out of the 2 006 fund  into

it and that is what is being done tonight.  There is no money missing and the State Board of Accounts have audited us.  He

then when on to give praise to Rosemary and the job her and her office is doing and how over the last thirteen months they



have reba ted more  than $10  million.  Tha t should neve r happen  again, and it wo n’t, if they can get a han dle on the p rocess. 

Losing the $10 million is why they have had to lower the budgets of the Park and Health Departments.  This was due to bad

reassessme nts.  

Mr. Morton asked, when you say bad reassessments, what did he mean by that?  Mr. Mullen stated that last summer they

were bac ked up with  piles of app eals.  He stated  that he could  not answer w hat occurre d in Assesso r’s Office to cau se this

in the last two years .  

Mr. Root stated that he agreed 100 percent with the operation of the Assessor’s Office from January forward and the job

that Rosem ary has don e there.  He s tated howe ver that they all kno w that there wer e problem s in the former A ssessor’s

Office.  He was not willing to state that there was criminal activity.  An investigation was done and Councilman Kruk and

Mr. Ro ot both qu estioned the  use of those d ollars by the A ssessor in the R eassessmen t Fund and  were not co mfortable w ith

what was go ing on there.  

Mr. M orton stated  he was not sur e that he agree d with the rules a nd regulatio ns that State ba sically came b ack to us and  said

that is what all Assessors live by, does he agree with that, no he doesn’t.  But if that is State law then this alleviates any

criminal activity as th e implication  was.   He stated  that he does  not agree w ith how the Sta te says they can use  these funds. 

To state tha t these funds we re stolen and  the Assessor ’s Office and/o r this fiscal body d id nothing ab out it is totally not true. 

Mr. Root stated that they did need to acknowledge that there were problems in that office.  Mr. Morton agreed.

Mr. Ca tanzarite aske d for an exp lanation of the R ainy Day Fu nd.  Mr. M ullen stated that it wa s the excess C .E.D.I.T . 

money that was collected in 2008-09.  Reassessment is a project that is mandated by the State which these funds can be

used for.  Fortunately, he stated that they did not have to take a lot of funds out of there.  He went on to talk about how the

State made a mistake and gave more money that they were supposed to.  He stated that St. Joseph County was fortunate and

did not have to repay these funds.  Ms. Bodle added that not only is it excess C.E.D.I.T. and C.O.I.T. collections that the

State has cer tified more m oney than we  would co llect, they tell us that the A uditor has to  put it in the Rainy D ay Fund. 

They cannot put it any other place.  When the 2011 Budget for Reassessment was built, it was an accumulation of the three

(3) different funds to come up with the $2.2 million.  The State, since January, has decided that they don’t like that they are

transferring funds into these other funds to do a budget.  She went on to say how they had to cut the Highway funding

because in the past it was supplemented with C.E.D.I.T. dollars.  This use of C.E.D.I.T. money was done for years and

years.  Now  we can no lo nger do this.  T hat is why you just h ad to adju st Adult Pro bation’s bud get earlier.  

Mr. Morton stated that he appreciated this explanation and does not expect the public to understand why there is a Rainy

Day Fund .  It is basically not ou r call.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 43-11  was made  by Mr. N oland and  seconde d by Mr . Kruk.  Bill N o. 43-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 44-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  Bill N o. 44-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

Mr. Morton announced that there would be a comb ined Public Hearing on Bill Nos. 48-11, 45-11, 46-11 and 47-11 b ut

would be  voted on  separately. 

BILL NO. 48-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $17,500.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY GENERAL FUND - 001 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE PURPOSES HEREIN SPECIFIED

FOR THE C URRENT  YEAR, 2011.  (Dept. 056 - C.S.A.P.) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

BILL NO. 45-11:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 101-10, THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE

ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR THE

YEAR 2011.  (Dept. 056 - Court Substance Abuse Program) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

BILL NO. 46-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $7,500.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY GENERAL FUND - 001 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE PURPOSES HEREIN SPECIFIED

FOR THE C URRENT  YEAR, 2011.  (Dept. 056 - C.S.A.P.) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

BILL NO. 47-11:   AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING THE SUM OF $968.00 FROM VARIOUS ACCOUNTS TO

VARIOU S ACCOU NTS ALL B EING W ITHIN T HE 2011 B UDGE T OF ST . JOSEPH C OUNT Y.  (Dept. 056 - Court

Substance Abuse Program & Dept. 002 - Auditor) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee



Mr. Catanzarite reported that Bill No. 48-11comes with a favorable recommendation, and 45-11, 46-11 and 47-11 come

without a recommendation.

Linda W ingrove, D irector, along  with Judge J ane Miller  and Be th Baker, E xecutive D irector of the D rug Free C ommunity

Council, stated that the nature of these requests stem from the grant award of $25,000.  This grant comes from receipts of

fines and fees assessed from Superior Court criminal cases and for various drug and alcohol related offenses.  The Drug

Court has received this grant yearly for over ten (10) years.  We are asking to use $7,500 of this grant award to increase the

salary of the Drug Court Coordinator. $968 will be used for FICA and PERF.  She explained the need to raise this positions

salary at this time.  W hen the Dr ug Court w as established  in 1997, the re was only o ne (1) othe r Drug C ourt in Indian a. 

Today there are 30 active Drug Courts and 13 in the planning stages.  Over the years, this position has gotten ever more

specialized.  This person and the Judge have come to represent the face of Drug Court.  This position must keep abreast of

changing government regulations and court rules.  They must have a comprehensive knowledge of the field and authority of

these specialized courts.  She stated that they are fully aware o f the County’s present situation in its inability to increase

salaries.  Hence, they have discussed with the Drug Free Community Council how they could bring this position up to the

what is happ ening in the Re gional Dru g Courts.  

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 48-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  Bill N o. 48-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 45-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  Bill N o. 45-11  passed to-w it; 6-2

(DeV on, Herb ster). 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 46-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  

Mr. De Von stated  that he wanted  to clarify his vote.  H e said that at the b udget seaso n they always hav e trouble wa nting to

give people raises from funds that some departments are able to collect.  It has been done with Engineering, by saving

money on consultants; as well as the Juvenile Justice Center has had funds available through other means, i.e., User Fee

Funds that were voted against at different times.  Bill No. 46-11 passed to-wit; 6-2 (Herbster, DeVon).

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 47-11  was made  by Mr. C atanzarite an d second ed by  M r. Kruk.  B ill No. 47-1 1 passed  to-wit; 6-2

(Herbster, DeVon).

Mr. Morton announced that there would be a comb ined Public Hearing on Bill Nos. 49-11, 50-11, 51-11 and 52-11 b ut

would be  voted on  separately. 

BILL NO. 49-11:   AN ORDINANCE TO REDUCE THE 2011 ST. JOSEPH COUNTY - PARKS & RECREATION

FUND - 007, 2011 BUDGET REDU CTION.  (Dept. 057 - Parks & Rec) - Assigned to the Budget and Administration

Committee

BILL NO. 50-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $3,965.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY PARK & RECREATION CAPITAL FUND - 024 AND THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY PARK & RECREATION 

FUND - 007 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE PURPOSES HEREIN SPECIFIED FOR THE CURRENT

YEAR 2011.  (Dept. 057 - Parks & Recreation) - Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee

BILL NO. 51-11:  AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $200,000.00 OUT OF THE ST. JOSEPH

COUNTY PARK & RECREATION NON-REVERTING FUND - 017 AND INTO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE

PURPOSE S HEREIN SPE CIFIED FOR TH E CURREN T YEAR 2011 .  (Dept. 057 - Parks & Recreation) [Budget

Reduction] - Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee

BILL NO. 52-11:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 101-10, THE SAME BEING AN ORDINANCE

ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND FIXING THE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY FOR THE

YEAR 2011.  (Dept. 057 - Parks & Rec) - Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee

Mr. Kruk reported that Bill No. 49-11, 50-11, 51-11 and 52 -11come with a favorable recommendation.

Evelyn Kirkwoo d, Director, stated Bill No . 49-11 reduces the cu rrent operating budget to $ 60,000.  T his is due to a request

by the DLGF that the Property Tax Revenues would not meet the current and previously approved 2011 bud get.  In

addition, do to the Circuit Breaker and Property Tax Cap their budget would need to be further reduced to a total of

$300,000, which would radically alter the Parks operations or due a combination of reducing the budget and utilizing other

funds.  Therefore, 49-11 reduces the budget.  Bill No. 50-11 moves funds from farm revenue into the general operating

fund.  These funds will be transferred from the Non-Reverting Capital Fund.  State laws require the these funds be used for

capital projects and are requesting that this be appropriated into contractual services for roofing repairs, etc.  Bill No. 51-11



will transfer a portion from the Non-R everting Operating Fund .  This fund houses the Use r Fees.  Bill No. 52-11  is a

reduction in a full time position to a part time position.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 49-11  was made  by Mr. R oot and se conded  by Mr. M cCahill.  Bill N o. 49-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 50-11  was made  by Mr. C atanzarite an d second ed by M r. DeVo n.  Bill No. 5 0-11 pa ssed to-wit; 

8-0. 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 51-11  was made  by Mr. H erbster and  seconde d by Mr . Kruk.  Bill N o. 51-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 52-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y  Mr. No land.  Bill N o. 52-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 

BILL NO. 35-11:  AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING THE SUM OF $11,200.00 FROM VARIOUS ACCOUNTS TO

VARIOUS ACCOUNT S ALL BEING WITHIN T HE 2011 BUDGET  OF ST. JOSEPH COUNT Y.  (Dept. 009 -

Emergency Management) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

Mr. Catanzarite reported that Bill No. 35-11comes with a favorable recommendation.

Whitney P ierle, Assistant D irector, exp lained that the tra nsfer was betw een line items in the  LEPC  budget.  T he funds will

be used to purchase a command tent for the South Bend Fire Department Hazmat T eam.  These funds came from the

Indiana Emergency Response Commission with dollars that come from companies and businesses maintaining hazardous

materials. 

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 35-11  was made  by Mr. R oot and se conded  by Mr. N oland.  B ill No. 35-1 1 passed  to-wit; 8-0. 

BILL NO. 42-11:   AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 16-11 AS PASSED BY THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY

COUNCIL DU E TO A SCRIV ENERS’S ERRO R. - Assigned to the Budget and Administration Committee

Mr. Kruk reported that Bill No. 42-11comes with a favorable recommendation.

Michael A. Trippel, Esq., Council Attorney, explained that this was an error in the body of the bill that did not change the

amount that was appropriated.  Line Item 32350 - Postage should read $3,200 instead of $3,500.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 42-11  was made  by Mr. R oot and se conded  by Mr. N oland.  B ill No. 42-1 1 passed  to-wit; 8-0. 

BILL NO. 39-11: AN ORDIN ANCE O F THE ST . JOSEPH C OUNT Y COUN CIL AMEN DING T ITLE III,

ADMIN ISTRAT ION, CHAP TER 34.15(A ), MAINTE NANCE  OF PET TY CAS H AS FUN DS BY C ERTAIN

DEPAR TMEN TS OF T HE COU NTY, OF  THE ST . JOSEPH C OUNT Y, INDIANA  CODE.  (Dep t. 055 - Health)

- Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

Mr. Catanzarite reported that Bill No. 39-11comes with a favorable recommendation.

Nick Molchan, Health Administrator, explained the need to increase the amount of petty cash kept on hand for the Vital

Records Division.  They have increased fees and need to give change in one’s and five’s at an increased rate.  They are

asking for $150 to $300 in South Bend and $75 to $150 in Mishawaka.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 39-11  was made  by Mr. H erbster and  seconde d by Mr . Noland .  Bill No. 39 -11 passed  to-wit; 8-0. 

BILL NO. 41-11: AN ORDIN ANCE O F THE ST . JOSEPH C OUNT Y COUN CIL AMEN DING T ITLE V, PU BLIC

WORKS, CHAPTER 51, SEWAGE AND SEPTIC SYSTEM REGULATIONS, OF THE ST. JOSEPH COUNTY,

INDIANA CODE BY REPEALING CHAPTER 51 IN ITS ENTIRETY AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW

CHAPTER  51.  (Dept. 055 - Health) - Assigned to the Human Services/Criminal Justice Committee

Mr. Catanzarite reported that Bill No. 41-11comes with a favorable recommendation.

Marc Nelson, Manager of Environm ent Health Services, explained that the Indiana State Department of Health changed the

rules for onsite residential septic systems in the fall.  These changes required revisions to the St. Joseph County Code.  The

Onsite W aste Wa ter Adviso ry Board  has appro ved the cha nges and he  was here to se ek the Cou ncil’s appro val.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 41-11  was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  Bill N o. 41-11  passed to-w it; 8-0. 



BILL NO. 56-11:  AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY OR PUBLIC PLACE, LOCATED WITHIN THE

UNINCORPORATED PORTION OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY, TO-WIT: A PART OF LAKEVIEW DRIVE LYING

NORTH OF LONGWOOD DRIVE IN THE RECORDED PLAT OF THE TOWN OF CHAIN-O-LAKES RECORDED

IN PLAT BOOK 13, PAGES 104 TO 114 IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY,

INDIANA, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: ALL THAT PART OF THE 30 FOOT WIDE

LAKEVIEW DRIVE LYING EAST AND ADJACENT TO LOTS NUMBERED 3718 THRU 3725 AND BEING THE

NOR THE RLY 1 85 FO OT T ERM INUS  OF LA KEV IEW  DRIV E.  (Petitione r: Craig A. B entley)

- Assigned to the Land Use Planning Committee

Mr. DeVon repo rted that Bill No. 56-11comes with a favorable recommendation.

The Clerk read that through the bill, wherever Lakeview Drive is mentioned in the bill, the works a.k.a. Lakeshore Ct. have

also been added.

Motion to amend was made by M r. Catanzarite and seconded by Mr. Herbster.

Christa Nader, Area Plan , stated that after the staff reviewed this petition, it was sent with a favorable recommendation.

Mr. Mo rton asked the petitioner if they agreed with the am endment?  H is response was yes.

Robert Palm, Palm and Associates, New Carlisle, explained that this an unimproved dead end portion of Lakeview

Drive/Lakeshore Court.  Mr. Bentley is the only property owner.  He owns all around this property and he maintains it as

his yard at this time.  H e would like to  improve th e rest of his pro perty.

Motion  to pass Bill N o. 56-11 was made  by Mr. K ruk and sec onded b y Mr. No land.  Bill N o. 56-11  passed as a mended ; 

8-0. 

Unfinished B usiness:

New B usiness:  

Mr. Morton stated that the Council will have a brief Special Meeting on Tuesday, May 24, 2011 at 5:15 p.m.

Privilege of the floor:

Rita Kopala, 66559 Ivy Road, Lakeville, spoke regarding how she is having trouble getting information.  There have been

no meeting s regarding b udgets and  what you did  was not right.

Adjournment:

Mr. M orton stated  that the meeting  was adjou rned at 8:5 0 p.m. 

                                                                                                    ______________________________

Auditor, S t. Joseph C ounty Presiden t, St. Joseph C ounty Cou ncil


